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Appendix VII. 
EEPOET OF THE COMMISSIONEK OE EDTTCATIOH. 

Office of the Commibhioner, 
San Juan, F. E., AvgTi^t SO, 1918. 
Sir: I have the honor to tranmnit herewith the e^hteenth annual report oi the 
department ol education, covering the (iHcal year ending June 30. 1918. Appended 
fiereto are the reports of the preflident of the board of trusteea of the University of 
Porto Rico and of the president of the board of trustees of the Carnegie Library. 
Respectfully submitted. 

Paul G. Muj.eh, 
ComntianoncT of Education. 
TheGovEnNOB op Porto Rico, 

Son Juan, F. R. 

iNTRODUCTOBy SlTBVEY. 

For a detailed exposition of the history. oi?;anization, adniiniatralion, courses ot 
studv, and other genera! features of the public-school system of Porto Rico the reader 
is reterred to the previous annual reports ot the department of education ajid to the 
various departmental bulletins. 

The work of the public schools has been greatly handicapped during the past year 
through (Tonditions brought about by the world war. The department has lost many 
ot its most efficient men, who went into the military service. Not only due to war 
conditions, but also to the prevailing low salaries paid, frequent changes in the teaching 
corp have taken place, with the resulting loss of efficiency. The rural teaching tote© 
alone underwent 730 changes, whereas in the city of San Juan there were no less than 
110. 

In spite ot these obstacles, the work ot the schools during the past ^ear has been 
characterized particularly by the various activities carried on by supervisors, teachers, 
and pupils toward promoting the success ot the United States and its allies in the 
world war. The war activities ot the schools ^^-i]l ever stand out conspicuously as 
witnesses of the loyalty and patriotism of teachers, pupils, and other persons who 
cooperated with them. In this respect, the work of tie past year may be justly 
counted asayear of achievement and accomplishment unparalleled betore in the history 
of Porto Rico and to bo surpassed only, perhaps, by the new duties which theresponsi- 
bilitiea ot the new school year may brmg. 

Special attention has been devoted to increasing the food supply. There have been 
estaolished 1,312 rural school gardens, PS urban school gardens, 5.548 urban home gar- 
dens, and 21,145 rural home gardens (Table XIV). 

For the promotion ot community and war propaganda there were oigMiized 1,177 
committees for the promotion of agriculture, which conducted, in addition to their 
own, 2,380 public meetings. There were also in existence 831 parent associations 
which held 1,297 public meetings. Teachers made C0,038 vwits to rural homes, and 
in cooperation nith the food commission there were conducted 2,157 rural conferences 
for enlightening the public on the issues of the war and the promotion of agriculture. 
During conservation week the schools conducted over 2,000 meetings and secured 
122.820 pledge cards (Table XV). 

The chapter school committee of the Porto Rico Chapter, American National Red 
Cross, eftecl«d local oiganizations of the junior Red Crosa in every municipality, with 
a total membership of 68,013 and total cash contributjons amounting to 121,511.22. 
In response to a special appeal made by the commissioner, 2,587 teachers out of a total 
of 2.649 in theperviceattheclospof the yearmade a special contribution to the second 
war fund, which, ff^ether with amounts given by the office staff oi the department, 
the supervisory force, emplovees ot the university and certain employees of school 
boards, amounted to S6.B65.89. 

Porto Rico has an estimated population of 1,223,981, of whom 427,6fi6 are of legal 
school age. i. e., between 5 and 18 years, and 215,819 ot compulsory school age.i. e., 
between Sand 14 years (Table VI. The total enrollment in all public schools, exclud- 
ing duplicates, was 142,846, Of these, 84,570 were enrolled in rural schools, 50,060 
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in elementarj' urban achools, 3.346 iu secondary achools, 3,613 in night schools, and 
1 ,257 in the Universitv of Porto Rico. Of tbe 141,589 pupils enrollod id schools under 
the department, 80,063 were males and 61,526 females; 113,462 were whit« and 28,127 
colored (Tables II and III). la addition to the pupila enrolled in public schoolB, 
7,248 childien attended private schools (Table VIIJ). 

The total enrollment was 3^.1 per cent of the total population of school age and 65.6 
per cent of the population of compulsory school age; but of the population of compul- 
sory school ^e only 51.fi per cent were enrolled (Table V). 

The avenge number belonging in all schools was 115.689; the average daily attend- 
ance 106,441 , or 92 per cent. Of the 141,589 pupils enrolled, 2.4 per cent were found in 
secondary schools, 35.3 per cent in elementary urban schools, 59.8 per cent in rural 
schools, and 2.5 per cent in night schools (Table III). 

These pupils were taueht by 2,715 teachers, of whom 909 are men and 1,806 are 
women; 174 are teachers from the United States proper and 2,541 are native Porto 
Eicans; of the total number, 2,230 are white and 485 are colored (Table 11). 

Of the elementary pupils 62 7 per cent were promoted to the next higher grade, 
as lyiainst 60.1 per cent the preceding \ear. These figures are based upon the total 
enrollment. Using the a\era?e number belonging as a basis for calculating promo- 
tions. 81,8 per cent of the elementary urban pupils were promoted and 72.6 per cent 
of the rural pupils, giviim an ivcnge of 76.2 per cent for all elementary schools 
(Table IV). 

Ei^th-grade diplomas were awarded to 2,035 pupils, and 418 high-school pupils 
received diplomas.' 

There were 42 new graded teachers added to the profession by means of licensee 
granted upon the basis of normal diplomas issued by the University of Porto Rico. 
Thirty rural licenses were granted to persons who had completed the special two- 

£3ar course for rural teacher? in the normal department of the Universitj^ of Porto 
ico, and 4 rural licenses were granted to persons who had obtained the diploma in 
igricultural science issued by the College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts. 

Summer schools for the training of rural teachers were held at Rio Piedras and 
Mayaguez, at the close of which 74 rural licenses were issued. Special examinations 
for the licensing of rural teachers were held also in October and November, resulting 
in the granting of 240 more rural licenses. This number, however, was not sufficient 
to supply the schools of the island, and it became necessary to issue 169 provisional 
licenses before the close of the year. 

The schools of Porto Rico were conducted in 1,712 different school buildings, repre- 
ienting 2.845 different classrooms. Of these buildings, 540 are public property and 
1,172 are rented; 316 are situated in urban centers and 1,396 in rural barrios. (Table 
VI.) As to their character, school buildings range from the straw-covered shack in 
.■emote rural barrios to thoroi^hly modern concrete structures in the larger towns and 
cities. During the past year 32 new sites lor school buildings have been acquired, 
5 in urban centers and 27 in rural barrios; 26 school buildings have been completed 
and 13 were begun and are in the course of construction. 

The total assessed valuation of property is $243,736,262, or $199.01 per capita of 
population." 

The expenditure for educational purposes last year is $1,594,855.43 from insular 
appropriation and other funds and $730,947 from school-board funds, making a total 
of $2,325,802,43.> (Tables II, IX, X, XI, XII, and XIII.) 

The total per capita expenditure per pupil is $14.16 for elementary education and 
$34,80 for secondary education. The per capita expenditure per inhabitant is $1.93. 
(Table IX.) 

During the past fiscal year 64,847 pieces of mail, or an average of 216 pieces per day, 
were receivea and dispatched by tne department; 56,031 of these were letters and 
8,816 packages. 

School Allotment— Ubbam Vebhus Rubal Schools. 

Of the 427,666 children of school age in Porto Rico, 337,856 live in the rural barrios. 
Of this number, 84,570, or 25 per cent, were enrolled in the rural schools during the 
past year, whereas of the 89,810 children of school age living in the urban centers 
63,406, or 59 per cent, were attending school. This takes no account of a total of 3,613 
enrolled in tie night schools. 

The above summary goes to show that in the urban centers over one-half of the 
population of scohol age is attending school, while in the rural districts this holds 

school, boys' ana girls' olmrlty schoola, and unlversily high school , 
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true for but ono-fourth of tht population. In other woaJf, in ordnr to t'nroil the 
entire popyiation of school age the number of urban schools would have to be mul- 
tiplied by 2 and the number of rural echoole by 4. Such au increase is totally 
outof the question (or the present, in view of the economic status of the island. Fur- 
thermore, a close Btudy of the question leads to the concluaion that a like increase 
wotild be wholly out or proportion to the actual needs. The fact that but one-fourth 
of the rural population of school age is at present enrolled in the rural schools by no 
means sigNiJies that the remaining three-fourths are deprived of an opportunity to 
attend school. The reverse ia nearer the truth. Probably no less than three-fourths 
of the rural population attend school for a limited number of ^ears, while perhaps 
less than one-fourth (ail to avail themaelves of the opportunities that are at hand. 
Furthermore, the length of school attendance in the Tropics is necessarily less than 
in a northern climate. Not a few of our young men and women marry and aasume 
family cares before they have attained the maximum school age. Any att«mpt, 
therefore, to enrol! the total population o[ school age is. and will ever be, of impos- 
sible attainment in Porto Rico. 

In regard to the disproportion between the urban and the rural population of school 
age actually enrolled in school , it must be recognized that it ts Far from being as great 
as appears at first s^ht. The following faclars have to be taken into consideration: 

1. Many of the well-to-do families residing in the country send their children to 
the town schools. In addition to this, a certain proportion of the rural school pupile 
enroll in the urban schools after they have completed the four-year course of the rural 
schools. 

2. In all municipalities there is a large semiurban population which, in accordance 
with the island census, ia counted with the rural population. Logically the children 
from these semiurban zones should be enrolled in rural schools. In practice, how- 
ever, they in\-ariab!y attend the urban schools. 

Owing to the above reasons, the percentage of the rural school population actually 
enrolled in school is certainly much higher than is shown in our official records, and 
naturally the percentage for the urban population is correspondingly decreased. 

3. A third and most vital consideration, which is generally lost sight of, is the dif- 
ference in the relative length of the rural and urban courses of study and the bearing 
this necessarily has on the percentage of population to which an opportunity is given 
to attend school in each cai-e. Rural school pupils should normally complete the 
four grades of the rural course of study in an equal number of years, whereas urban 
school pupils will nomially need eight years to go through the eight grades of their 
course. A given number of rural achools can therefore provide a given number of 
pupils' with the essential requirements of an elementary education, as embodied in 
the rural course of study, Id one-half the time in which these same pupils cotild be 

fiut through the graded course of study. In other words, one rural school, within ita 
united scope, does for the rural community what it takes two graded schools to do 
for the towTi population. Carrjing this reasoning to its Icgical conclusion, we are 
compelled to recogniie that in the time required by 50 or 52 per cent of the urban 
population of school age to complete the dght-year course of the urban schools, two 
shifts of rural pupils, each conaiating of approximately 27 per cent of tht rural popu- 
lation of school age, will have found its way into the rural schools. Instead, there- 
fore, of the r.lative per cents of the urban 'and rural population that we are able to 
provide with school lacilitiesbeire .W and 25, rwpectively.it ia much closer to being 
50 and 54 per cent. It is not possible to pve exact figures. There are factors in each 
case which can not be subjected to mathematical precision. The proportion of urban 
pupil« who go through the eight grades of the town schools is relatively small, and 
the same no doubt applies with equal strength in the case of rural school pupils. 
But (hefinal.outrtandingconclusion to the effect that as high a percentage of the rural 
, population of school age is pro\-ided with an opportunity to attend school for a limited 
time as obtains in the case of the urban population is ore that can not be questioned. 
Official statistics to the contrary, it mav be safely assumed that no country child, 
no matter how remote or isolated his residence, is at present deprived of an oppor- 
tunity to secure the elements of an ed\ication in the rural schools, provided his parents 
are disposed to have him do so. Unfortunately, as much can not be said in the case 
of the urban population. The relative needs of the urban and rural populations have 
always been calculated on the figures given by the island census without regard to 
actual conditions, and the tendency, as a result, has invariably been to favor the 
rural population at the cost of the urban centers. This is shown by contrasting the 
appropnations for common schools in the budget of 1913-14 with that of the present 
budget. 
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The results of this policv have been that whereas in many municipalitiea rural 
teachers are unable to fill their schools to their normal capacity in many of the urban 
centers, notably in such towns as San Juan. Ponce, ('a?uas, Bavamon, and Aguadilla, 
hundreds of cliildren who clamor for admission at the opening of each school year 
have to be turned away. The adsolute shortaee of urban schools has been more 
especially felt of late years as a result of the citygrowthand the abolition of the double- 
enrollment plan, 

RuBAi. Education. 

The number of rural schools opened durinj; the year was 1,440. This takes no 
account of the rural schools opened in the Benuurban zone and in some of the urban 
centers, as these schools follow the uraded course of study and are considered part of 
the urban school system. The withdrawal of teachers, both urban and rural, to go 
into military service and into other work, has been one of the most perplexing features 
of the year's work. An unusual number of trraded and rural teachers resigned daring 
the course of the year and as vacancies in the corps of graded teachers are fienerally 
filled by the promotions of rural teachers who hold tne graded license, the rural schools 
were the ones particularly affected. A total of 730 changes took place in the rural 
Bchools. This means that approximately one-half of the rural schools have had more 
than one teacher durii^ the year. 

After the first month of the year the number of vacancies in the rural schools com- 
pelled the department to hold special e^caniinations in all districts for candidates for 
the rural license. For admission to these esaminations a minimum of two years' 
high-school work was required. A total of 238 new teachers were thus secured, but 
many of the successful candidates elected to continue their h^h-school studies and 
the supply of teachers was again exhausted by the middle of the year. By virtue of 
a special act of the legislature, approved February 19, 1918, tie commissioner of 
education was empowered to-grant provisional licenses without the requisite of an 
examination, and valid only until the end of the year, to such persons as in his opinion 
had the required qualifications to act as teachers. A total of 169 such licenses were 
issued during the last months of the year. 

These numerous changes made the work of the supervisory force and of the depart- 
ment particularly difficult. To train a total of 730 new teachers, practically half the 
rural teachinj; force, to a satisfactory standard of efficiency ie a problem to tax the 
industry, patience, and skill of the best supervisory force. The policy of the depart- 
. ment, under such circumstances, has necessarily been to emphasize constructive 
supervision. Professional study and reading courses have been established, frequent 
teachers' meetings and demonstration classes have been held in all the districts and 
everjjwhere much of the supervisors' time has had to be devoted to the strengthening 
of this unduly lai^e proportion of new rural teachers. 

Out of 1.440 rural schools, 1,262, or 87 percent, were on the double enrollment plan, 
i. e., they had one group of pupils, up to a maximum of 40, during the three hours of 
the morning session ana another similar group in the afternoon for the same length of 
time. This arrai^ement allows the pupils to take their noonday meal at home and it • 
also makes it possible for the older ones among^ them to help their parents at home 
and on the farm during part of the day. This is a very important consideration 
durii^ the coffee picking season, from September to December, when the entire popu- 
lation of some of the districts, old and young, is employed in the coffee harvest. This 
double enrollment plan, while it haa its serious disadvantages, insures a better enroll- 
ment and attendance. 

The total number of pupils enrolled in the rural schools during the year is 84,fi70 and 
of this total 48,821, or 58 percent, were promoted. This low percentage of promotion 
is largely accounted tor by the frequent changes in the teaching force and tne closii^ 
ot many schools for want of teachers. ' 
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Consolidated Rural Schools . 

^ A'familiarity with the rural school situation leads to the inevitahle conclusion that 
the future need is tor better schools rather than tor more schools. The emphasis haa ' 
to be placed on better buUdings, better equipment, on a fuller and necessarily longer 
course ot study, with special provisions (or the teachii«; of home economics, anij 
manual training, of agnciilture, and other industrial subjects. This will demand 
better teachers and, as a Ic^cal accompaniment, hiKher salaries. The consolidated 
rural school brings together three, four, or more rural schools within one building or 
common center in contrast with the present isolated school plan wherein an under- 

Eaid, and often poorly prepared and immature teacher has to slru^le alone as beet 
e can with three, four, or more ^fades under hie sole chaise, and with a large enrol'- 
ment on the half-day plan. Such consolidated rural schools should eventually be- 
come the community centers of their barrios, and rural libraries, noonday lunches 
tor the underfed pupils, medical inspection, and entertainmenteare some of the com- 
munity improvement that would be brought within the scope of practical, successful 
achievement. 

The question is primarily one of financial resources to meet the need of better 
aaiaries and better buildings and equipment. Consolidated rural schools also pre- 
suppose a good system of rural roads. Above ail, the many streams and rivers that 
swell into r^jng torrents at each lainy spell will have to be bridged so as to make it 
possible for the children of relatively large rural districts to gather together at a com- 
mon school center. The problem, flierefore, is not one of immediate solution, but a 
bediming has been made and a number of consolidated rural schools are already in 
operation. The opportunities in this line, for the present, are limitod to the coast 
districts where better means of communication are available. In this direction rather 
than in the continued increase ol the number of isolated rural schools lies the final 
solution of the problem of rural education for Porto Eico. 

Graued Schools. 

The work of the graded schools has been carried on very much along the same general 
lines as in former years. The more important changes have been the following: 

1. The teaching of Ecglifh on a strictly oral basis, which last year was introduced 
in the first grade of the urban schools, has been extended to the second grade of the 
urban and to the second and third ^des of the rural cchoole aa well. In addition to 
the first grade manual in oral English, which was publifhrd last year, a manual for 
the second grade has now been put into the hands of all primary teachers. A third 
grade manual has also been under preparation and has been given a thorough prelimi- 
nary test in some districts . 

The shifting from reading to conversation as a medium for the teaching ol English 
in the primary grades meets the needs of pupils and leads them along a natural and 
easy road to the stage where they are enabled to carry on the bulk of their studies 
in the English language, as is required of them in the intermediate and grammar 
grades. It brings the Porto Rican child in this one particular one step nearer to the 
level ot the American child who hears and talks English tout or five years before he is 
required to read it. 

2. The policy of the department to provide pupils with books specially designed for 
them was further advanced last year by the introduction ot aapecially prepared toit- 
book in arithmetic tor the use ot third and fourth frradi- pupils. The test is in Spanish. 
It supplements and carries forward the beginnings made last year when a special 
manual for the teaching ot arithmetic in the fiist and second grades was prepared and 
issued to (he teachers. 

3. Aspecial {Kimphlet on moralandcivictraininghasalsobeen prepared and issued. 
Formal instruction in this subject has now been made a brief but regular feature of the 
daily pr<^ram of our schools. The need tor something of this sort was realized a long 
time ago. The past history of the island, the limited experience of the people in self- 
government, the illiteracy which still prevails in the country districts and ihe rela- 
tively few agencies, outside of the public schools, making tor the enlightenment and 
the upbuilding of the people along moral and social lines brought the need tor such a 
course into plain evidence. 

The improvement which has taken place in the primary grades as a result of the 
introduction of a better coordinated system ot teaching such elementary subjects aa 
Spanish, English, writing and arithmetic, in cloter harmony with the needs and the 
life experience ot Porto Rico children, haseverywhere been aremarkabie one. Better 
general results are evident and this appears in ihe perceut^e of promotions from these 
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Much of this improvement IB the result of the infrodtiction and tise of specially pre- 

Eared text books in which ihe standpoint of the Porto Rican child, hisexpcrience, and 
ie needs are given due conaideration. The department plans to extend in'adually 
the policy of tieing specially prepared books ana to enchide those which in no way 
provide for the special requirements of the Porto Eican child. 

High and Continuation Schools. 

8econdaTy school work was carried on in 11 high and 26 continuation echools. not 
including the University High School at Rio Piedras nor the preparatory department 
of the College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, Mayaguez. In addition to the 11 
regular four-year high schools, ninthgrade work was taught in 26 and tenthgrade work 
in 11 municipaliiies. 

The total enrollment in secondary schools waa 3,346, of which ntimher 1,684 were 
boys and 1,732 were girls. These figures show an iocrease in the enrollment over that 
of any previous year, but a relative decrease in the number of boys enrolled as com- 
pared with the preceding year. The enrollment was distributed as follows: Twelfth 
grade, 382; eleventh grade, 601; tenth grade, 898; ninth grade, 1,465. 

The total number of graduates from the 11 department highschoole was 347; from the 
general courses, 310; from the commercial course, 37. The University of Porto Rico 
issued 71 secondary diplomas. 

Difficulty in securing texts and supplies because of delays in transportation, the 
shifting of teachers because of vacancies brought about by war conditions, and the 
decrease of enrollment due to economic conditions made the year a trying one to 
teachers, principals, and stipervisors. 

Notwitlistandmg these things, the quality of work done was generally satisfactory 
and no cases of diacipline of anV kind marred the year's work. 

The centra! high school at San Juan continued to occupy a building entirely un- 
euited for a school. Lack of teaching force and school-room capacity made it neces- 
sary to refuse admission to many applicants, and as a consequence ninth ^des were 
organised at other schools centers in San Jnan; but even by the organization of these 
extra ninth grades many ambitious young people could not secure admission. 



The all-pervading activity of the schools during the year was the work of teachers 
and pupils in connection with the world war. The complete mobilisation of (he life 
forces of the Nation and of its material resources for the successf id prosecution of the 
war which had been effected throughout the United States had nkewise been put 
into operation here. Porto Rico, which had but recently been granted the privilege 
of American citiKenship, could not remain indifferent to the conflict in which the Na- 
tion had become involved. 

TBE FOOD QUESTION. 

Although in its commercial relations with the mainland, Porto Rico during the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1917, had a balance in its favor of $27,000,000, largely sea result 
of its constantly growing exports of sugar, tobacco, and fruit, the exports under these 
three heads along totaling $70,468,907, it neverthelees depended upon the United States 
ior a very large pro|jortion of its food supply. 

The war brought into striking relief ail the disadvantages and dangers of Porfo 
Rico's dependence upon the distant markets of the United States for her daily food 
supply and the need of taking immediate measures to ptace herself oq a relative ba-iia 
erf self-support. It is owing to this that the appeal of the United States Food Com- 
mi^ioner. to save food and to add to the sources of its supply, carried special weight 
in the case of Porto Rico. The appeal fell on soil already prepared. To the incentive 
of patriotism there waa added the all-compelling force of the instinct of self-preeervft- 
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Cooperation with the Porto Eico Food Commisbion. 

In the matter of promoting the agricultural interests, the department worked in 
cooperation and harmony wifli the local [ood comniia»ion. A total of 35 supervisors 
of agriculture were etnploj-ed during the year. Twenty-five of these were pj^ecial 
^enfs of the food conimiesion and were paid out of its special funds. The remaining 
10 were paid outof the funds of thedepartoent. All of them, however, were in equally 
close relations with the department and all worked through and with the Bupervieors 
and teachersof thepublic schools for tJie improvement of the food situation. Teachers 
everywhere, those in the country districts eBpecially, served as distributing agents tor 
the pamphlets and circulars issued by the (ood commiflsioc. Rural teachers acted 
as the local representatives of the commission, coUecled the necessary information, 
and made regular reports about the food situatioa of their respective barrios. 

FOOD COMSERVATION WBEK. 

All the wheat flour consumed in Porto Rico, a total of 310,516 barrels for the fiscal 
year 191G-17, was imported from the United Stales. Wheat being the cornerstone 
of the national food conservation campaign, it behooved Porto Rico to do its share 
in the conservation of this food product. As wheat does not grow in IJie Tropics, 
Porto Rico could only help by limiting its consumption of white bread. A further 
appeal was made by the lood commission for economy in the consumption of such 
other imported foodstuffs as were needed hy flie people of the allied countries. To 
bring about this result, an island-wide campaign of education and propagandabecame 
necessary. A direct appeal had to be made to the patriotism and good will of every 
inhabitant. A lai^ part of (his work naturally devolved upon the rural schools. 

During "Food conservation week," a campaign was conducted by public school 
teachers in every town and barrio of the island. The number of public meetings 
held during liat week exceeded 2,000. Both urban and rural teachers made a house- 
to-house canvass to explain the meaning of the pledge card and to secure signatures. 
The followii^ quotations from reports of two district supervisors give a better idea of 
the activities carried out. 

The supervisor of Isabela states: 

"Duriiig food conservation week, the pupils of the schools prepared posters with 
appropriate drawings and mottoes, and they posted them at street corners and along 
country roads. In addition to the civic parades, public meetings and home visito 
on the part of the teachers which marked the week, the housekeepers of the town met 
twice under the direction of the home economics teacher and were given practic^ 
demonstrations in regard to the intelligent and economical use of foodstuffs. Practical 
recipes were studied and illustrated. The home economics teacher also visited the 
bamos of the municipality and held meetings wifli the country housekeepers. The 
expenses connected with this campaign were paid by the local agricultural com- 
mittee." 

The supervisor of Caguas states: 

"The parade organized in Caguas during food conservation week was one of the 
biggest ever hjeld here. No less than 5,000 persons took part. Every public school 
pupil marched. 

In addition to the meetings held in the urban zone, 91 public meeticcs were held 
In the barrios of the district durinc that week. I have every reason to believe that 
(he campiiign would have been a lailure, in the country districts especially, but tor 
the enthusiastic and efficient cooperation of the schools. During the sar-e week, a 
total o[ 1,82U homes were visited by the teachers for the purpose ol explaining the food 
Bitualion. A total of 4,808 pledge cards were siijued." 

Similar reports were receivect from every district fnapervisor, A grand total of 
122,82li pledge cards were signed through the efforts of the schools. 

AoHICULTURAL AND PATRIOTIC PROPAGANDA. 

The following summair will tell in a few words the nature and extent of the campaign 
carried on by the Bchools, 

Kurabcr or agricultural committees (comltfcde tomento escolar y ^rfcola) organlMil 1,177 

Number o( parents' assocfetions 'sSI 

Number ofpuWlc meetings helfl by these associations ],M7 

Kumbf r of rural conferences 2, 187 

Numherofniral homes visited by teachers S0,fl38 

Wutnber of school Hardens 1,89S 

Number of home or  ar gardens M,898 

Totaluumberof gaMens established or ptomoted by the schools iS,OSS 
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These thousands of home visits and public meetings have made a deep and lasting 
impreagion on the people. The jrospel of food economy, of increased food production, 
of improved methodsof cultivation, and the need of planting a greater variety of prod- 
ucts has been preacbed to the remotest barrio of the island. 

Patriotic propaganda has also been stressed. A campaign of education to explain 
the causes and the aims of the war, its relation to the people of the United States and 
ot Porto Rico, the duty of every citizen to contribute to the eucceasfui outcome on 
the conflict in the fullest measure ot his powers and resources, has been conducted 
from oae corner of the island to the other. 

Was Litbratdbb and Pateiotic iNaiRucTiON. 

Teachers have found ample material for both their daily classes and for their con- 
ferences with the people oi their respective communities in the literature that has 
been supplied tbem by the department and by the insular food commission. A 
number of pamphlets from various patriotic organizations in the United States were 
also secured and mailed to the teachers. In addition to this, the department pur- 
chased a full supply of the monthlybuUetinsissuedby the Commissioner of Education 
of the United States, entitled "Lessons in community and national life," and incor- 
porated these in the r^nilar course of study in English and civics for all the upper 
grades ot the common schools and for the continuation and hi^h schools. 

"Democracy to-day," a collection of President Wilson's principal war addresses, 
aa well as speeches by other prominent stateemen, properly edited for cIms work, was 
tised as a text in high school work. Spanish copies ot "How the war came to America," 
published by the committee on public information, were distributed to all teachers 
and school board members, in order to enable them to become thoroughly posted on 
the issues on which the Nation entered the war. 

The result has been that manY of the teachers and not a few of the older pupils 
have become efficient propa^ndista, ready and able to take part in the molding of 
public opinion along patriotic lines. 

Agkicihturai Committee a. 

In order to popularize the movement for food conservation and for increased food 
production, a local committee officially known as "Comit^ de Pomento Escolar y 
Agrlcola" was formed in every barrio. Each was composed of five influential citi- 
zens, preterablj^ farmers of the more intelligent and pn^eetave class. These com- 
mittees met periodically in the schoolhoiise and planned their work in close coopera- 
tion with the rural teacher and with the agricultural agent ot the district. Each com- 
mittee beid public meetings for purposes of propaganda among the inhabitants of the 
barrio. The local teacher and a number of prominent people from the nearby to-™ 
took aa active part in the meetings. The supervisor of schools and the agriculti 
agent of the district also took part whenever their other duties permitted. A total 

or 1,177 of these committi . , , . ., 

of 2,380 public meetings. 



took aa active part in the meetings. The supervisor of schools and the agricultural 
agent of the district also took part whenever their other duties permitted. A total 
or 1,177 of these committees were organized during the year and they held a total 

Pahbnts' Associations. ' 

The organization ot parents' aa.=ociations dates back three years. While a certain 
number of these associations were this year merged into the agricuUural committees 
and in a way absorbed by them, many carried on their independent activities. There 
were a total of 831 such associations and they held a total of 1,297 public meetings. 
While the subjects discussed at these meetings had a special relation to the life <if the 
school in its more limited educational or professional aspect, questions of general in- 
terest and especially those related to the world war did not fail to receive their due 
share of attention. 

RuEAL Conferences. 

In addition to the meetings held under the auspices ot agricultural committees and 
parents' associations, all more or less local in character, conferences of a more general 
nature have been held under the immediate direction of the super^'iaors of schools 
in all the towns and main barrios. Special speakers were secured for these confer- 
encesj both the insular food commission and the department of education sending 
occasional representatives. The local municipal authorities and professional men 
and many public-spirited citizens throughout tne island gave their services as speak- 
ets. At the close ot the year Ihe commissioner of education sent a personal letler 
ot thanks and appreciation to each one of these men. A tntal of 2,157 of these gen- 
eral conferences were held during the year. 
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The enthusiasm aroused by this iflland-wide propaganda is evident. Thia is the 
first time in the history of Porfo Rico that a campaijni ot education has been under- 
taken in behalf oE the population at large. Theae meetings have served as popular 
ferums in which questions of public interest have been broQght to the attention of a 
people still illiterate in its majority, who can not be reached by means of the daily 
press or any other agency except direct contact. Porto Ricana have come to realize 
tie meaning ot the great war, their responsibilities, and the opportunity they have 
for demonstrating their loyalty b) the Nation and to the cause for which it fights. 
The beginnings of an intelligent community life have been laid in the country dis- 
tricts; common needs and common dangers have united the people in a common 
effort. IE these public meetings have rendered good service during war times, (here 
is every reason to expect that they may render equally valuable service after peace 
has been restored. 

The material results of the campaign, the extent to which wheat and other food 
articles have been saved, can not be exactiy estimated, asatatistics are not available. 
The success obtained in the way of increased food production, however, is moat 

f ratifying. Above all, the home-garden movement nolds special promise for the 
uture. The larce farm and plantation owners have come to realize the need for a 
greater variety' of products. They now plant Jar^ acreages to corn, beans, potatoea, 
onions, and yauttas, whereas in the past they limited their activities to a few standard 
products, to cane, coffee, tobacco, and the like. Better methods of cultivation have 
been advocated, and their importance is better understood. Certain sections of the 
island not only raise enough vegetablesfor their own needs, but now producea relative 
Buiplus for other markets. 

Above all, the school-garden movement holds special promise for the future, as is 
indicated by the acrompiishmenls o£ the past year. There were established ],213 
rural and 83 urban school gardens £or instructional purposes. Only 103 rural schools 
did not have school gardens, generally for lack of land. The total acreage cultivated 
by schools for instructional purposes is 374. To the cursory reader this may appear 
to be a smaJI amount, but one should consider that the total is greater than the amount 
of land cultivated for experimental purposes b^ the College ot Agriculture and Me- 
chanic Arts and the Federal and Insular Experiment Stations combined. The num- 
erous school gardens scattered throughout all sections of Porto Rico offer the added 
advantage of dealing with ail types of soils and climatic conditions to be found here, 
as well as being in close relation to the life and interests oE the peaaantiy which can 
be reached oaiy by direct contact. 

The schools have fostered the establishment of a total of 26,693 homo gardens, 
5,548 in the urban zone and 21,145 in rural barrios, thus making a grand total of 28,088 

fardens established or promoted by the schools. The name, whether war gardens, 
berty gardens, or merely home gurdens, aa they are called in Porto Eico, makes 
little difference. The one outstanding fact is that they help Porto Rico to solve the 
food problem, 

Tweaty-five agricultural exhibits held in various towns toward the close of the 
school year have attracted deserved attention, both for the quality and for the quan- 
tity of the products exhibited. Some of these exhibits compare very favorably with 
those held in (he United States. 

A few quotations from the reports of the district supervisors are herewith given, so 
as lo show more vividly the nature of the work that was accomplished. 

The supervisor of the Toa Baja district reports: 

"The work in agriculture in thia district has been directed along practical lines. 
We have done our full share of preaching, but most of our efforts have been in the 
way of getting land from the lai^e plantation owners for cultivation by the poor 
laborers. The use of the land was donated outright by the large proprietors, or it 
was given on the 'medianero' plan. We have inspected the come gardens, dis- 
tributed seeds and seedlings, and helped and stimulated in every way open to us. 
Committees of school children visited the homes of the people and reported on the 
progress of home gardens. The small proprietor or laborer thus realized that he was 
working under the public eye, and the efforts he put forth and the results he accom- , 
plished were all the greater." 

From the laaliela supervisor: 

"All the rural and graded school* of this district maintain their school gardens. 
The only exception is the Isalela graded school, where it lias been not possille 
to obtain a suitalle ph.t of land. Ihe pupils of this particular si-hool, however, 
have prepared seed Leda and have made it their object to supply the near-by 'home 
gardeners' with suitalle seeds and seedlings. In the addition to the many home 
gardens in the district, there ate 10 farmers who have large demonstration plots. 
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"A total ot 45 E^icultura! conferencea have been held in the harrios uf Isahela. 
This work has been under the direction of the auperviBor ot agriculture, of the Buper- 
visor of achoola, and ot the members ot the local i^ricultural committee. Many of 
the more influential farmers have given ua their enthusiaatic cooperation. Sub- 
committees held meetings of their own in the more distant barrioB. The movement 
to 'establish cooperative eocieties among the country population originated in the 
barrios ot Goto and Guavnabo. of Isabela. 

"Five agricultural exhibits were held in the district during the year and viaitora 
were given a practical, objective demonstration of the value of school and home gar- 

"Therewere 21 'junior agricultural committees' through the district. Their mem- 
bership was made up of school pupils. These acted as the 'Boy Scoutfl' ot the agri- 
cultural movement and rendered especially valuable service m collecting and dia- 
tributing seeds, in distributing food campaign bulletins and literature, in posting 
carda and advertisements sent out by the insular food commission on the town walls 
and on trees along the country roads. We also had live women's committees, whose 
mission it waa to visit the housekeepers and familiarize them with the details of the 
food campaign." 



The couiae of study in home economics, including both cooking and sewing, com- 
prised four years of work, extending from the seventh through the tenth, Thia work 
was conducted in 42 municipalities. 

A two weeks' summer school for teachers of home economics waa held in August 
to study the new conditions and the new work for the ensuing school year. 

Owing to changed living conditions due to the war, the couree of study in practical 
cooking waa changed entirely. Since it was feared that communication with the 
mainland might be cut off fecial bulletins were prepared to instruct students and 
their families in a diet that would make use of local food products. An effort waa 
alao made in these bulletina to increase local production of the necessary carbohy- 
drates, proteida, and fats. 

Recipes for the preparation of pio and bread were entirely ontitted, quick breads 
and local aubatitutes uiking their places. In ail other recipes calling for wheat (lour, 
Btarch extracted from native vegetables such as yautia and batata was substituted. 
A simple home proceas was explained whereby the large percentage of atarch con- 
tained in these vegetablea could easily be extracted. Children learned to make use 
of thissta,rch tor thickenii^aaucea, soups, B,nd gravies, the atarch serving as an excel- 
lent aubstitute for Hour and the cornstarch ordinarily used. 

Lard and butter were omitted from all recipes and coconut tat, coconut milk, or 
coconut butter, substituted. Coconut fat waa extracted and bottled in the clasa- 

iVying as a proceas was elijiiinated and baking substituted. 

In place of bread there were substituted baked or boiled yautia, baked or boiled 
batata, baked pi atanos, casabe, surullos, arepaa, gofio, hallacas. andcoruliiead. Slices 
of boiled yautia and boiled batata displaced bread in making sandn-iches, tor which 
as a tilling peanut butter, shredded coconut, or a comlination of these was used. 

A study of local food poasi'i ilities was made with the following results: 

ProUids. — A. special campaign was started to promote the use of fish found in Porto 
Eican waters. The value offish as a proteid was pointed out. Kew recipes for using 
fieh were taught and attention was called to the old ones. 

Although beans as a necessary food were grown extensively aa a result of the food 
campaign, a propaganda was b^un among the home economics stud enta to grow beana, 
peas, gandules, and garbanzos in the home gardens. 

Peanuts were planted in the school gardens by classes in home economics, seeds 
being sent out from the food commission. Seed peanuts were also distril uf ed among 
the students for their home gardens. The purpose of growing peanuts was to seciae 
aaufficient quantity for making peanut 1 utter and for use in other recipes, 

Kmphaais was laid upon recipes teaching the cooling of garlanzos, peas, gandules, 
and friioles, all ot which rank high in proteid content, anif their place in a balanced 
diet was diacusaed. 

Carbohydrates . — As Porto Rico possesses a variety of food products rich in atarch, 
such as yautta, batata, name, platanos, malanga. breadfruit, ^uta. and potatoea. tlft 
use of these was emphasized. In order to prove to the community that starch is starch 
whether taken from grains or vegetal les. that start h not deri%ed from wheat furnishes 
SB much nourishment as wheat starch, and that it ran be used in all retipea calling 
o r wheat f!our with the exception of bread, collections of starch from native vege- 
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tables and seeds were made in all schools. Each claas in home economics prepared 
an eihilit allowing the comparative value of starch-l eariue food products. The 
use of these starches as sulistitules was taught in all recipes railing for flour and with 
very good success. The starch exhilit was shown to mothers' clasees and explained 
to the public. At the University of Porto Eico a dryer was installed and excellent 
results oltained in the making of flour from yautfa and latata. 

Restrictions were placed on the use of su^r by eliminating candies and by en- 
couraging the use of the al undant native fruils. 

Twenty-tour recipes dealing with the sul sfitution cf corn or corn ireal for wheat 
dour were taught and were used widely in the homes. The use of corn meal from 
native corn was given much attention.- Now it is used not only as a wheat flour 
•ubstitute, but in all recipes calling for liread crumbs. 

Fats. — flutter was not carried by local stores in email towns after Kovenrter, I ard 
advanced in price to 45 cents a pound in the interior towns, a prohil itii e price for poor 
people. Olive oil lecame so expensive that poor pecple cculd seldom luyit. On 
account of these conditions local fats were sul stitiiled in all recipes. Coconut fat was 
used in recipes for f rjiM, and coconut mitk was used in boiled and scalloped dishes, such 
as beans, nee. and garl anzos. Grated coconut was often ccwl ined with ecalloped 
vegetal les. Coconut I utter was used in place of olive oil wilh ecne ^eEetal les. on 
.bread and in sandwiches This 1 utter was fhuined trcm coconut milk, following 
the same process as that used with cow's milk. The use of aguacatee. which are 
rich in fat, was encouiaged. Cacao was utilized in the making of chocolale I. ecause 
of its fat content. 

The Tiselessness and waatefulneas of serving rice, bread, yaulfa, and platano at 

B meal was studied in order to eliminate waste. In short, the entire course in 



cooHng was adapted to war needs. 

While the students of home economics were taught a year ago tl. . ^ 

local food prodvctsinthe event of a food shortage, the sinl^ ing of the ( arolino brought 



home to the pecple the absolute practicalilitv of such teaching and increased interest 
in both students and outsiders developed with very gratifying success. As the result 
of a year's teaching along these lines, the number of homu gardens increased materially. 
In nearly every town every student of home economics had a garden. Gardens were 
planted and studied by girls as a war measure, so that women might learn to produce 
as well as to prepare food. 

Cost tables were prepared for frnits. vegetables, and staple groceriea, and each 
month the prevailing prices were entered m that every student might be conversant 
with existing prices as well as the amount prices increased. Ruch tabled served to 
teach students when fruits and veg;etable8 are most plentiful and therefore cheapest, 
so that they received some impressive lessons in when and what to hny. 

Through the home economics department, a bulletin board was mainf ained for the 
benefit of the whole school, on which bullelins and posters of the food commission 
a displayed. In many instances a second bulletin board was placed in front 

by t 

An exhibit of the year's work was held in each town at fhe close of echool. Collec- 
tions of starch, wheat-bread substitutes, industrial cards, and sewing work were 
shown. Ijaundering utensila. the proper setting of a table and invalid tiays were 
often included. The care and feeding of infants was featured by means of a doll 
dressed as a baby, showing clothing, feeding bottle, and bed. 

Extension Work ik Home Economics. 

Mothers' classes taught in Spanish were given by Porto I ican teachers of home 
economics once a week. These classes covered a period of two hours. The use of 
wheat substitutes and war-time menus was studied. These classes varied in si7« from 
10 to 80 persona. In small classes, actual cooking was done; in larger ones, demon- 
Hfration lectures were givem. 

Neighborhood evenings were held once a month in the home economics rooms, at 
which meetiMS subjects relating to home and community life as affected by the war 
were discussed. Men, women, and older students attended these meetings, which 
usually were crowded. 

Extension work by the teachers of home economics was carried on in some of the 
rural districts by means of lectures and demonstrations. An oven made from a 5- 
gallon oil can was shown. This was done to promote baking and to decrease frying. 
Bread substitutes were taught and gardening was encouraged at these meetings. 
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Srwino. 

Sewii^ claseee studied the change produced in the clothing proHem by war. Cloth- 
ing conservation was taught, aa well as the purchase of durable clothing and tha 
eluninalion of uneasentials, such aa lacei', ribbons, dresa trimmings, and jewelry. 

All fourth-year claaeea made pajamas for the i ed Cross. The classes at the univer- 
sity alone furnished 200 suits of pajamas. In addition to th.e regular course of study 
there were made aa refugee garments 50 nightingales and 50 small petticoats. 

The change made in the comae of studyin the past year has paved the way for still 
greater adaptation to war conditions. The practice secured will make it possible 
to do much work in refugee garments, while the hospital garments will continue to 
be made as long as money and materials are available. 

Work in Manual Arts. 

The work in manual arts for the pa*t year has been badly handicapped because oE 
the entrance of more than one-half of the teaching force into the service of the United 
States as either ofTncera or soldiers. The other half has left in a restless condition, but, 
in spite of this fact, the year's work as outlined was completed and many problems 
suitable for use by the I ed Cross and the Y. M. 0. A. were worked out. These prob- . 
lems included knitting needles, food driers, beds, tables, bed supports, checker 
boards, and folding Chan's. The latter are especially appreciated by the men at Camp 
Las Casas. The manual-arts classes in pver^ town where this subject was taught 
made bulletin boards tor the posters of the United States Food Commission. All this 
work was done in addition to the regular repair work, class work, and community 
work done by the pupils. 

While it was impomible to hold the- annual exhibition on account of adverse war 
conditions and the changes in the teaching staff, it did not prevent any town from 
holding a local eithibit. Some of these exhibits, such as those in Ponce and Maya- 
puez, attracted the favorable attention of the local press, school boards, and the public 
m general. 

The introduction of textbooks in manual arts in those towns where the books 
arrived on time helped in the success of the work. One thing that is still badly 
needed isa teachers'nandbook, such asisusedinthe Philippines. Material for such a 
book has been contributed by the Porto l.ico School i.eview, under the heading of 
"Teachii^ Manual Arts in Porto i ico." 

In order to fill the many vacanciesin the manual arts teaching force, caused hy war 
conditions, a summer session was held at the College of Agriculture and Mechanic 
Arts for hi^h-school graduates who had done exceptional work in this subject and who 
were especially recommended by the respective supervisors of schools. The restilta 
of this summer school were gratifying, though moat of the candidates were necessarily 
young, the average age being 21 years. Enough candidates were obtained to fill all 
vacancies. A great help to the successful completion of the year's work was the 
requisitioning of all material used before the beginning of the school year. 

Junior Ebd Cross Drive. 

The commisflioner of education, together with Dr. JosS Gfimez Brioao, president of 
theschool board 01 San Juan, andMiss Grace J. Ferguson, supervisorof home economics, 
were designated as the chapter school committee of the Porto i ico Chapter of the 
American National i ed Crces for the purpose of oi^anizing and carrying out the 
junior . ed Cross drive. In every municipality there was appointed a local committee 
of three members consisting, as a rule, of the supervisor of schools or the acting prin- 
cipal, the president of the school board, and a teacher, usually the teacher of homo 



Owii^ to the fact that the public schools were engaged in one kind or another of 
war work since the outbreak of the war. the committee delayed organizing the junior 
1 ed Cross membership and financial cam;)aign until the early part of the month of 
May. Beginning Monday, May 6. patriotic exercises for school children were held 
in all miinifiipalities in accordance with a prescribed program sent out from the de- 
partment. Tuesdaywasdevotedtothestudy of "Howthe. ed CrosaBegan'' Wednes- 
day to ''The - ed Cross in Peace"; Thursday to "The . ed Cross in War"; Friday to 
"How I Can Help." Saturday, May II, was set aside for school festivals tor the 
puipose of raising money. 

Teachers and children, aided by a generous public, responded loyally and patrioti- 
cally to the efforts of the chapter school committee and local committees. These 
efforts were handicapped by the nonarrival of i ed Ooss buttons and a meager supply 
of campaign literature. Although the results may not compare favorably with tnose 
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attained in the United States, they ate considered exceptionally good when one beats 
in mind the Iiigh degree of poverty prevailing in many parts of Porto I ico and also 
the fact that no special effort was made to carry the campa^n to rural schools, which 
have done heroic work in the matter ot increasing the food supply. 

In the list of members the Ponce district stands first with 7,551, including all chil- 
dren enrolled in urban and rural schools. San Juan holds first rank as to total cash 
raised. 53,112.77. The largest amount in proportion to population and wealth was 
contributed by Barceloneta, J665.77. The largest contribution from a single school 
came from the centr^ grammar school ot San Juan, namely, $644. The best record 
for the amount of money contxibuted per pupil is held b^ a private school, the Colegio 
ArecibeiiodeNinas, withamembershipof 39and a conf ribution of S7S.50. Of private 
schools, the Liceo Ponceno, with a membership of 154, made the largest contribution, 
$166.70. 

The boys' and girls' charity schools, Santurce, enrolled all of their pupils and sent 
liberal contributions. 

In 52 municipalities all the urban-achool pupils were enrolled as members of the 
junior Red Cross, and in 11 municipalities, namely, San Juan, Ponce, Arecibo,Fajardo, 
Guayama, Gurabo, Hatillo, Juncos, Patillaa, Barceloneta and Camuy, all pupiia, both 
urban and rural, were so enrolled. 

Following is a detailed statement of membereliip and cash contributions by mu- 
nicipalities and a separate statement for special and private schools. 
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Ambmcan Red Oaoas, 

In addition to the activities in behalF of the junior Red Cross, many teachers have 
iided in the work of the Porto Rico Chapter of the American Red CrosB, whenever it 
had local orjjanizationa. 

During the second war-fund drive an eltort was made to have all employees oE the 
insular goveraruent s:'ve one dav'a pay as a special contribution to this £und. An 
appeal was sent to supervisora and teachers by the commissioner, iireing them to make 
one more sacrifice in addition to those already made. In spite of the fact that one 
dav'a pay for teachers really represented two dava' pay tor the reason that they are 
paid only for 180 davs, and in spite of the fact tiiat this contribution was made From 
the last check sent thou before vacation, they responded generously and patriotically. 
Of 2,Q4i) teachers in the service at the close of the year, 2,537 made this special con- 
tribution. 

The office gta7 of the department of education, the sTiperviaory force and employees 
of the university, and tlie teachers of the public schoolagavo a total of $6,611,48 as a 
special additional contribution to the second war fund. 

LiBGBTT Loan Campaigns. 

The schools have taken an active part in the Liberty Loan campaigns tor promoting 
the sale ot Liberty bonds. They have participated in all the civic paradea organiiied 
fortius purpose, and in a tew towns the propaganda tor the sale of bonds was directly 
in the hands of teachers and school boaiids, who conducted public meetings in which 
the schools participated. A total ot 705 Liberty bonds were bought: By the office 
and supervisory force, 104; by teachers, 522; by schools, 79. Goad records tor the 
purchase of I,iberty bonds were made by the supervisors and teachers of the Fajardo, 
Ponce, and Yauco districts. 

School Men in Miutart Service. 

Durinc the past year the department of education and the University of Porto Rico 
have lost many of their best men by their enterii^ the military service. Not all of 
ijieae men were necessarily of military age. A number who were over age entered 
training camps for reserve officers, receiving commissions upon graduation. Not 
only have these men been given up gladly with auch leave of abaence as the demands 
of the service permitted, but able-bodied supervisors and teachers were ur^^ed to enter 
training camps for reserve officers, in order to aaaiat the military authorities in aeciiring 
men of education and personal qualities of leadership as officers lor the Porto Rican 
contingent. • 

Since the United States entered the war and up to the writii^ of this report, 233 
men have entered the militarj^ service. Of this number, 10 were supervisors of 
schools; 4 instructors in the university; 7 instructors in the Oollege ot Apiculture 
and Mechanic Arts; 5 school board members; 2 administrative officers in the univer- 
sity; 4 high-school principals; 10 teachers of h%h school academic subjects; ISmanual 
tramii^ teachers; 14 teachers of English; 2 special teachers of agriculture; 48 Ei^lish 
graded teai;hers, and 109 rural teachers. 

OE the aforementioned number, 3 now hold commissions as captains, 10 as first 
lieutenanla, 62 as second lieutenants, 147 are noncoramiasioned officers or privatea, 
2 arein the Aviation Service, Lin the medical service, 1 in the Navy, I deceased, 2 on 
special duty, and in the case of 4, their present rank and location are unknown. 

To the above number should be added 63 students ot high and continuation schools, 
of whom 4 have received commisaions as first lieutenants and 16 as second Ueutenanta. 
The remaining 43 are privatea. 

Native IwDuaTaiEa. 

In addition to the courses in home economics and manual training which have 
become a rK^iilar part of the urban course of study, plain sewing for girl pupils was 
taught In the urban schools of 27 raunici])alitie3 and in certain rural schools of GO other 
municipalities. While in the greater number ot rural schools both bo;^ and girls 
were re:)uired to do garden work, in quite a few there were not enough implements 
nor sufficient land available to employ both sexes and in all such cases the t^rls spent 
one full period each day in sewing while the boys were at work in the garden. In 
verv manj- instances women teachers devoted an hour after the close of the retfutar 
daily session to the teacliii^ of sewing, embroidery, and lacework. No additional 
pay was received for this work. 
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The tearhins of native industries in the schoola is a <|ue9tion of momentoiiB imports 
ance in connection with the fiitnte welfare of the ]ieople. In many of the interior 
diatrictB there is an absolute lack of ^^ainful occui»itiona <liirins the greater part of 
tiie year. In certain sections no opportunity is ever offered to the poorer people, to 
the women especially, to earn a little money wherewith to buy some of the neceasBties 
of life. The teaching of there industries can not, however, be undertaken in a general 
and systematic way until such time as the l^islature finds it possible to provide special 
funds for the work. The need of expert supervisora and teachers is esjiecially neces- 
sary. This need hsii been recognized by a number of school boards. Special instruc- 
tors in hat making, sewing, and embroidery have been employed by some of the boards 
with ffond results. But very few of them have funds available for this purpose. An. 
additional preliminary step that has to be taken is to increase the available supply of 
raw materials. In certain sections the hat palm and textile plants are plentiful. In 
other sections, however, they are not to be had. In a number of tawns where plans 
were made during the year for iuEtruction in hat m^i^; they had to be abandoned 
owii^ to the difficulty in sectiring raw niaterials. It will therefore be necessary to 
carry out a syBtemaUc rampafen for the cultivation of palm and textile plants on a 
wider scale before a number of native industries can become generalised. 

School boards, supervisors, and teachers have been urged to go ahead in this matter 
indei>endentiy. The importance of the step is not, however, as yet generally recog- 
nizee!. In but 37 of the municipalities have any efforts been made in this direction. 
In 38 municipalitiefl absolutely nothii^ has been done. It is gratifyii^ none the less 
to report on the results already accomplished in approximately one-halt of the districts. 

Many of the products of the pupils' industry have found a ready market in the 
island. In order to command a market in the United States, however, these products 
will have to he standardized. This department realizes that this is a field to which 
increased attention will have to be given in coming years, as soon as the l^^lature 
makes the necessary funds available. 

The following summary shows the nature and extent of the work that is being done: 

Number of miiniri- 
Klod Dlmdustrj. ft Is being taught. 

1. Straw hMs U 

2. Basket making 28 

3. Bope maklDg 8 

4. Hammoelis 4 

6. Mats and carpcta g 

5. Straw liandbags 3 

7. Picture frames 1 

8. Brooms 4 

lo! PnUn-leatfana..! 3 

11, Wooden toys I 

la. Hlguera spoons and kitchen ulensUs 1 

IS. Fish traps 1 



IS. DrowD wort. 
ID. Embroider;. . . 



School Libharies. 



Urban school libraries are maintained in 62 municipalities. They report a total 
of 32,950 volumes, an average of 530 per library. Unfortunately, many ot the booloi 
which were acquired or donated in years past are not in the least adapted to the 
needs and interests of school children. Since the department issued an official 
library guide, however, with the added resnilaticn that all books purchased from 
school-board funds should be selected from the guide, the^e libraries are gradually 
ftesuming a character and an appearance more in haimony iiith their purpose. A 
total of 2,435 new hooks have been bought for the town libraries during the year at a 
total coat of $1,218.55, A considerable number of books have also been donated. 

Thirty-four municipalities report the maintenance of rural school libraries. The 
total number of books is 5,097, an average of 150 books per municipality. Of these, 
1,137 have been boi^ht during the year and are of a nature that will meet the needs 
of rural pupils. 

Efforts to establish rural school libraries in the past have invariably fallen short of 
expectations. The well-meant, but sporadic, efforts of individual teachers and super- 
visors have failed, owing to lack of sufficient funds for the purchase of books and equip- 
ment, to the difflculties of transportation, and to the scarcity of appropriate books in 
the Spanish lanjinage to interest country readers. Furthermore, the long prevailing 
practice of building up these libraries out of discarded textbooks, generally in Englij^ 
a languf^e with which the country population is not familiar, has unfavorably reacted 
on the interest of school boards and teachers. 
B4970— 18 2 
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School Lunches. 

The movement to provide poor school children with noonday hmch.es Btarted aorae 
yeaTS ago through the initiative of individual teachers and the cooperation of puhlic- 
Bpiritea men and women. The movement has grown to encouraging proportions, 
althoi^h it is still wholly supported by private funds. While it has not been poaaible 
to devote any public money to this worlc, the department is in entire aympatny with 
it, and it has done what it could to encourage and to further extend it. A law was 
enacted by the legislature at its iast session to appropriate public funds for the exten- 
sion of the school lunch movement. Unfortunately the scarcity of funds available for 
BchonI purposes will nullify the good wishes of the legislature for the present, as other 
needs of the schools, of an even more imperative nature, will have to be given preferent 
attention. 

Wherever it has thus far been possible to provide lioor children with noonday lunches 
the results have been moat satisfactory. Supervisors and teachers report a better 
attendance and a higher grade of individual work. The "comedor escolar' " insures 
the undernourished child at least one fairly well balanced meal every school dav. 

In one school district a rural school provides noonday meals for its poor pupils. It 
ia to be hoped that this movement will be given special attention in the country dis- 
tricts in conjunction with the vegetahle gardens which are being maintained in almost 
all the country schools. In welf-nigh al! the barrios there are parents' associations, 
and these wifl be found more than willing to cooperate with the teachers in this 
important work. 

The following summary shows the extent of the movement in the island schools. 
The relatively low average cost per meal in many towns is explained by the fact that 
merchants and private individuals often make large donations in foodstuffs and 
eouipment as wml as in money. In many instances teachers have been able to pay 
a large proportion of the cost themselves, through various activities of theirs. In the 
town of Lares, for instance, the principal of the schools leased the town theater and 



Town. 


When organised. 


lunflT^ 


iS 


Total cost. 


%^l" 


Cssh 
June 30, 




0<-[ober leifl 


«1 

1 

IBS 

m 


52 
80 

la 


"'ii 

sesioo 


s' 

1' 

S.2 


163100 










SXl-S^Triir::;::;. 


































September, 1917 


























February,M17 

Nommber 1916 






















^:ll 


3:2 


















1,009 


6,602,18 


6.6 








' 



School Bands. 

Instnimental mujaic plays an important part in the social Life of the people. With 
counted exceptions every town has its band which plays at all public exercises and 
gives regular concerts on the plaza. Musicians are therefore in demand, and anyone 
able to play an instrument tiiids a ready opportunity to earn some extra money. 
Many of our pufiiLs have been able to support themselves through school as a result of 
their musical ability. This will in part explain the verv prevalent wish on the part of 
■chool boards and of the people in general for the establishment of school banda. In 
addition to the opportunities it aKords pupils to earn money, the movement has, of 
course, distinct educational value. 



lyGoogle 



BEPOaX OF THE COMMISSIONEE OP EDUCATION. 52i 

The foUowing eummary givea the present status in regard to school banda: 

Towns having duly orEsnlied school bands » 

Average per town Z 

Total number of pupils who receiTed instruction Tffl 

It piid [or iostruptors' sstarfes 17, 173. 01 



Is during the ye 



Tbe number a! hours of instruction per week varies from 5 to 20. The average for 
the island is 9. 

The following school hands have been especially auccesBful and all of them give 
regular concerts on the plaza on Sundays and holidays: Comerio, Santa Isabel, Cabo 
Rojo, Ponce, Salinaa, Juana Diaz, Maricao, and Vega Alta. 

Only three of the bands are uniformed; Oomerio, Ponce, and San Juan. 

The principal difficulty is the restricted amount of funds available for equipment 
and for instructors' salaries and, also, the lack of competent instnictora. For tlie above 
reaaona a number of towns have had to discontinue thoir school bands. 

Defartment Publication a. 

The dfuartment issued 96 circular letters dealii^ with administrative matters. 
The followiiu; huUeting have been published during the year: 

The Course of Study in Moral ana Civic Training, Voiumoa I and II, by Suaan D. 
Huntington. (Vol. I in Spanish and Vol. II in English.) 

Course of Study in Manual Arts, by Frank S. Pugh. 

Teachers' Manual tor Second Grade Oral English, by Joseph C. Morin. 

Bulletin of General Information on Positions Open lo American Teachers. 

The Porto Rico School Review published under the auspices of the department 
of education and (he Porto Rico Teachers' Association, was issued monthly duri^ 
the school year and replaces to a large extent the bulletins heretofore issued in 
pamphlet form. The Review has developed into a standard professional magazine 
and serves as a forum tor discussion and as a medium for Lnformmg the teaching force 
of matters of educational importance. 

Teachehb' Meetings anu iNSTiTUTEa. 

In view of the relatively IsTge proportion oPnew teachers who have come into the 
service during the past year, due to the increase in the number of schools and due 
also to the fact that many of the more experienced teachers left school work aa a reault 
of war conditiona, aupervisora have everywhere been called upon to take special 
measures tending to meet this situation. This has called for more frequent and 
loiter visits on the part of the aupervisora and everywhere much added importance 
has been given to such upbuilding factors as teachers' meetings and demonstration 
classes. 

Of teachers' meetinga a total of 327 are reported to have been held during the year. 
This does not include the very many grade or group meetings which have oeen held 
at stated intervals in practically all districts. Of these H27 meetings, an average of 
7 per district, 166 were graded teachers' meetings, 87 were for the special benefit of 
rural teachers, and 74 were general district meotinga. 

The following subjects are illuatrative of the practical nature of the themes dis- 
cussed: 

Purpose and value of seat work. 

Types of seat work. 

Teaching of English and Spanish in the primary grades, 

English pronunciation. 

Moral and civic training. 

Securing the cooperation of parents. 

The hour plan. 

Teaching children how to study. 

Socializing the recitation. 

Motivation of school work. 
Activities connected with the war received their full share of attention. Food 
conservation and extension of the food supply, school gardens, the American Red 
Cross, the junior Red Cross, Liberty bond campaigns, and War Savings Stamps were 
common topics of discussian and in all the districts special meetings were devoted 
to these subjects. 
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Series of jjractico or demonstration clasaea have been held in many of the districta 
for the special beneiit of weak or inexperienced teachers. Another practice which 
has been followed to a much greater extent than in the past has been that of allowing 
weak teachers a viaitii^ day. In many instances teachers have shown a readiness 
to undergo the expense and trouble of visiting some of the lanrer educational centers, 
away from their respective towns, to observe (lie ivork of the more successful teachers 
and to familiarise themselves with certain experiments that were beii^ conducted 
in educational lines. 

One general teachers' institute was held at Aibonito on January 30 and February 1 
and 2. This institute was attended by the teachers of five municipalities: Aibonilo, 
Barranquitas, Cayey, Cidra, and Coamo. Other institutes s men'hat more local in 
character were held at Fajardo, Manati, and Maricao. At all of these meetii^ rep- 
resentatives from the department assisted the local supervisors. The nature of the 
meetiniia was constructive rather than corrective, ae has been the practice in the past. 
Demonstration classes were given and eortain subjects of the course of study received 
definite attention. 

No funds were available tor the payment of expenses connected with these insti- 
tutes until Ihe middle of the year, and after they were secured the many duties con- 
nected with war activities made it necessary to discontinue them. 

Professional Eba»ino Courses. 

An ori;anized effort has been made durin? the past three years to rai.ie the pro- 
fessional standard of the teachers by providing (hem with a number of hooks which 
contained the best and latest ideas available on educational questions. 

Reports received from supervisors all point to the unquestionable improvement 
which has been brought about in the general attitude and the efficiency of teachers 
as a result of these readini; courses. During the year just closed no insular funds 
have been available for the purchase of professional books. An appeal was therefore 
made to teachers to purchase the books indicated for the year's reading course out of 
their own funds. Thev responded readily. The books thus purchased will be 
available for reference during succeeding years and every teacher will thus have (he 
nucleus of an individual professional library to which, it is hoped, each will add as 
his means will permit. 

The hooks recommended for the year's reading course were as follows: 

1. For niral teachers: Social Problems in Porto Rico, Fleasle Jean Mitchell's School. 

2. For urban teachers from the first lo the fourth grade: Motivation of School Work, 
Wilson and Wilson; A Schoolmaster of a Great City, Palii. 

3. For tirban teachers from the fifth to the eighth grade: Motivation of School Work, 
Wilson and Wilson; Education for Character, Sharp. 

4. For high and continuation school teachers: Supervised Study, Hall-Qnest; 
Education for ('haracter, Sharp. 

5. For school supervisors: Teaching Elementary School Subjects, Rapeer. 
Unfortunately, owing t" the tinsettled shipping conditions the books did not arrive 

until kte in the year and the prescribed reading course could not be co'iipleted in 
accordance with our schedule. These same books will therefore be studied and 
completed next year. 

Numerous school boards have come to realize the needs of their teachers in the 
way of further professional study and preparation and they are now cooperating with 
the department by making provision in their annual hud^et for the purchase of pro- 
fessional books and magazines for the use of their teacher?. 

A small but constantly growing collectioTi of professional books is now found in the 
office of every district supervisor. Standard professional magazines, such as Normal 
Instructor and Primarv Plans the Porto Rico School Review, Primary Education, 
and the Elementary School Journal have lai^e numbers of subscribers amoog the 
teachers. 

The readiness of teachers to make pecuniary sacrifices and their willingness to fall 
in ivith any suggestions tending to their professional improvement is a decidedly 
encouraging feature. 

Ratino ov Teachebs. 

At the close of the school year all the teachers in the active service in the schoole 
of the island were classified according to efficiency of service, a modified form of the 
Bo.vce score ca^^ beine used. Ciasaificationa range from E, the highest, t- " "■- 
lowest. The latter classification results in the cancellation "f '*-= iqo^i.". 
Kod his removal from service. 
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The following is a Bummary of the clasaificationa made: 
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LBOiatATiON. 

During the firet session of the Ninth Legislature of Porto Rico and during the special 
session of the Ninth Leeislature of Porto Rico, the following bills affecting public 
instruction were enacted into lawa: 

1. An act to authorize school boards to pay the salaries of special teachers in schools 
of a technical character. 

2. An act to provide text books for certain students in the h^h schools of Porto 
Rico. 

3. An act to regulate the granting of life certificates to the teachers of Porto Rico, 
and for other purposes. 

4. An act to create a pension fund for the teachers of Porto Bico, and for other 
purposes. 

5. An act fwing the school year and Htlaries of school-teachers. The school year 
is extended to 10 months, divided into two semesters of 5 months each. The 
salary of graded teachers is fixed at $G0 and of rural teachers at J40 per month. 

6. An act to prelect and extend school lunch rooms to all public schools. 

7. A joint resolution directing the comniiasioner o! education to allot additional 
teachers to certain municipalitiea; appropriating funds to pay their salaries, and for 
other purposes, 

8. A joint resolution providing for the assignment of the charity schools of Santurce 
to the department of health. 

0. An act to authorize the commissioner of education to issue temporary licenses 
to certain persons. The purpose of this act is to meet the shortage of regularly 
licensed teachers, due to tne war situation. 

10. .\n act to authorize the issuance of bonds of the people of Porto Rico to the 
amount of 1300,000 to provide funds for and to authorize the construction and eauip- 
ment o[ a high-school building in the city of San Juan, the completion of the nigh 
school in the city of Ponce, and for other purposes. 

11. A number of brief laws were also passed, making pro\Tsion for the construction 
of school building in Rarceloneta, Ceiba, Isabela, Naranjito, San German, San 
Sebastian, and Villalba, and for the enlai^ement, repair and completion of school 
buildings in BarroH, Comerio, and I.uquillo. 

RiTi,BS AND Regulations. 

During the past year the regulation concerning contracts of certain married women 
was amended. 

The commissioner of education also issued rules governing the selection of teachers 
in accordance with the terms of section 17 of the organic act. These rules provide 
thai in selecfins teachers for noniinalion to the commissioner of education and to fill 
\-acftncie3 existing for the ensuing school year, preference I'hall he given to those 
teachers who have served in the same municipahtv and in the same grade of school 
during the year immediately preceding and who have obtained a rating of not less 
than G— , unless such teachers do not desire to be anpoinled to tJie same munici- 
pality, or unless the poailions they held are abolished. For the purpose of filling 
any remaining vacancy, a list of eligible candidates arranged on a merit basis sliajl 
be prepared by school boards on the recommendalion of (he respective supervisors of 
schools. The purpose of these rules is to protect good teachers in their positions, to 
give preference to properly qualified teachers in Tilling vacancies, and at the same 
time p^mit school Ijoards to replace teacliera with a rating of lower than G— wiUi 
others who have a higher rating. 
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School Boakd AcnvrriBa, 

The school boards of the 75 muncipalities received a total of $539,108.49 from the 
various aources of revenue classified as the school fund, school tax, intereat on bank 
deposits, repayments and gifts. Adding to this amount $30,000 granted to the school 
board of Cayey as a loan fund for the erection of a school building ia that city, the 
amount actually paid over in cash to school boards is $569,108.49. To this amount 
should be added $107,127.48 due the school boards but which was retained by the 
treasurer of Porto Rico tor the purpose of covering the annual amortization, including 
capital and interest, on loans granted certain school boards for thepurposeot erecting 
school buildings, T?herefore, the total reveoues of school boards during the past 
fiscal year amounted to $676,235. 97f including 113,099.32 interest paid by fonks upon 
amounts deposited by school boards. 

On the other hand, after school boards had rendered their final and supplementary 
accounts for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1917, there remained a cash balance on 
hand in the several banks, amounting to $528,867.58, which, added to the total rev- 
enue of $676,235.97, gives a grand total of $1,205,103.55 at the disposal of the school 
boards for their several expenditures for the fiscal year 1917-18. 

During the past fiscal year the school boards have spent a total of $730,947.09 cov- 
ering the following items: Rent of school buildingB; salaries of employees; office ex- 
penditures for school boards' and supervisors' offices; premiums on bonds siveii by 
school treasurers; school equipment, including the necessary exnenses for supporting 



.je; school festivals; conferences; printing; repairs and construction of buildings; 
books, papers, and magazines for school libraries: supplies for school bands; scholar- 
ehips for certain rural pupils in urban schools, and scholarships for students taking the 
rural course in the normal department of the University^ of Porto Rico. 

Adding to the foregoing expenditures the amount retained by the treasurer of Porto 
Kico both for capital ana interest on loan funds, amounting in all to $107,127.48, the 
total expenditures of school hoards amounted to $838,074.57, Subtracting the total 
expenditures, $838,074.57, from the total amount at the disposal of school boards, 
11,205,103.55, there remained a cash balance on hand in the banks of Porto Rico on 
June 30, 1918, the sum of $367,028.98. 

This cash balance of $367,028.98 includes the sum of 178,857.17 representing loan 
funds, and therefore the difference, or $288,171.81, represents the regular income ol 
school boards, which is the largest cash balance derived from fbe regular sources of 
revenue since the system of school board accounting was established, in spile of the 
fact that the expenditures of the vear exceeded those ol the previous years by about 
$200,000. 

During the past fiscal year school boards Iiave spent the sum of $98,560.83 on equip- 
ment tor common schools, including equipment for work in manual arts, home econom- 
 icB and agriculture: and on athletic apparatus and supplies tie sum ot $2,589.94. For 
rent of scnoo! buildinm there wa.*" expended the sum of $ll(i. 188.57 and tor salaries of 
employees the sum of $110,736.27. In this sum arc included the salaries of certain 
additional teachers that were requested by the school boards ot fiuanica. Palinas, 
Santa Isabel, Aguada, ArecibOj Caguas, Carolina, Lares. Maricao, Rio Grande, Rio 
Piertras and Yahncoa. For incidental expenses school boards paid out $10,973.51 and 
for genera! expenses, including repairs of building?. $66,340.68. In the construction 
of school buildings them was expended the sum cf $325,557.29 from loans and regular 

An attempt was made to enter upon an extensive building prc^ram involving a total 
expenditure of $1,000,000, but bocau*« of the inability of the insular tieaRury to grant 
loans to school boards and because of conditions brought about by tbe world war. it 
was impossible to carry out this plan. Only such construction work was undertaken 
as could be effected with the means at hand and in cases o( indispensable need. In 
spite of these difficulties, six school building with a total ol 64 schoolrooms in the 
urban zone, and 20 buildings with a total of 27 rooms in rural barrios were completed. 
Among these, special mention should be made of the Federico Degetau Consniidaied 
Rural School at Santana, Arecibo, containing 5 classrooms with ample facilities (or 
cooking and work in agriculture, and also of a concrete 4-room buildinp: at Aguirre, 
and of a 2-ronm concrete building in barrio Canos, Guanica, all in the rural zone. Of 
School buildings in the urban zone which have been completed or are nearing com- 
pletion, mention should be made of an 8-roora concrete building in Ciurabo. a 12-room 
concrete building in Cayev. and a handsome 14-rnom brick building at stop 181 in 
Santurce, with ample facilUies for home economics, manual arts, and night schools. 
Special mention should be made of the best example of school architecture thus tar 
produced in Porto Rico, namely, the Roman BaldorioCy de Castro Graded and Techni- 
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cal School, erected at San Francisco Plaza, San Juan, at a cost of nearly J200,000. 
From the standpoint of appearance, utility, and sanitary arrangements, especially aa 
to lieht and ventilation, this building has no rival in Porto Rico. It contains offices 
tor the school board, theeupervisorof schools of the San Juan district and the principal, 
T? classrooms, a large study hal! accommodating 900 personB, and ample facilities tor 
carrying on vocational work for both men and women. Nearlv all of the apace on 
the first fioor is devoted to shops tor boys and men who may be enrolled in the day and 
evening classes. 

BUMMARIZED HTATEMBNT OF SCHOOL BUILWNOS AND BITBa 

1. Total number ot buildings completed during the year: 

{a) Urban: Sixbuildinga with 64 rooms, including an IH-room graded and technical 
school in San Juan. 

(6) Rural: Twenty buildings with 27 rooms. 

2. Total number ot buildings commenced dming the year and now in course ot 



(a) Urban: Five buildings with 24 rooms. 
(6) Rural: Eight building with 10 rooms. 

3. Total number of building projects, commenced in previous years and in course 
ot construction during the present: 

(a) Urban: Six bmldings with 22 rooms. 
(6) Rural: Nine buildings with 21 rooms, 

4, Total number ot sites acquired during the course ot the year: 
(a) Urban: Five sites. 

(6) Rural: Twenty*seven sites. 

5; Special enumeration oi sites donated to school boards: 

(a) Urban: Guanica, 1 site by municipality of Guanica; Morovis, 1 site by SucesiiSn 
Alonso del Rio; Vega Alta, 1 site by municipality ot Vega Alta. 

(6) Rural: Barceloneta, 1 site by Pla^uela Sugar Co.; Guanica, 1 site by Josd 
Claudio; Isabela, 1 site by Lino Garcfa Camacho; Jayuya. 1 site by Mejla & Armstrong; 
Juana Diaz, 1 site by Central Aguirre Co.; Naranjito, 1 site by Marcos Dtaz; Rincdn, 
1 site bv Lorenzo Villanueva; Utuado, 1 site by Luis G6tnez Rivera; Vega Baja, 1 
site by Ram6n de Le6n Hernindes; Vilialba, 1 site by Teodoro Alonso. 

G. Towns in which no school buildings of any kind have been erected since the 
American occupation. 

(a) In urban centers: Ceiba, Luquillo, Juncos, Hormigueroa, Jayuya, Barceloneta, 
Morovis, Dorado, and Guainabo. 

(6) In rural dietricta: Loiza, Fajardo, Luquillo, Hormigueros and Rincdn. 



For many years to come the material resources ot the people ot Porto Rico will not 
be sufficient to extend and support the present school system in a manner adeouate 
to solve fully the educational problems ot Porto Rico. More and better ecnools 
installed in better buildings specially constructed and firovided with modern furniture 
and equipment demand an expenditure ot money that is not and will not be available 
from insular revenue tor many years to rome. 

The rural school course ot study should be extended from four to six years. It 
carried out, this change would involve the complete elimination ot the double session 
plan, and at the same time it would relieve llie rural teacher ot the drudgery of doing 
the work ot two persons, while receiving the only loo meager remuneration ot one. 
Present resources are entirely inadequate to bring about this change wilh the result 
that tar too many children in the country receive the semblance rather than the 
substance of an elementary education. 

The low Ecalo of salaries paid teachers has cauped hundreds ot them to leave the 
pTotepsion tor more remunerative employment. Thus we behold the strange spectacle 
ot several thousand persons in Porto itico with teachers' licenses, and at the same time 
many schools remain vacant tor want of persons who are willing to take charge ot them 
at the salaries paid. 

The matter of securing teachers from the United States has become increasingly 
difTicult from year to ;-ear and at present it is well nigh impoRsible to get leacheri 
tor certain positions at the present salaries, 

Porto Rico demands outside help either from Federal or private resources, or from 
both, to extend and support her school system. Official steps should be taker to 
secure this aid. 

I The amount ot money appropriated tor the support ot high schools is far 
from sufhcient; yet by the terms of the apjaropriation act the commissioner of educa- 
tiou is compelled to maintain high schools in eleven municipalities. 
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The legislature should commit itself to a definite policy concerning eecondary 
education. One of three courses may be pursued: 

1. High-school LnBtractiun may be abolished altc^ether. 

2. Adetjuate provision may be made for the support of the eleven high schools now 
in operation. 

3. The funds that may be considered available may be expended on a limited 
number of h%h schools, three or four instead of eleven. 

Table 1.— Directing and supervising officers, 1917-18. 



Geo. H. Hsrrimui; chief, division ol 
A. Gonzdloi Font, cbl«[, dlvb 



U. A. Duoout, ironeral superintend ant of ^hools 

, eaneral siiperlntendent of sdiools 

Jo!k; Gnii'&lcz Oinorio. sup«ni3or of Spanlali 
A , J. Svkes, supenlsor of o'^ioulture. 
Gsaea J. FBrcitsun, supervfs^ir of 1 
Frank E. I'u^h, supervisor of man 



Psulfl.Milier.ollanoellor. , 
Ralph 8. GarwoDil, dKiti, < 



EUo Gbande Lotza W 

FaHET>0 (-EIBA Ltr 



'VADirCOA Mauhabo 



\ aterlano Flan 
s M D Rice 
Bernardo iluvl 



Caquas San Lohehso O S 






Barrahqui 



W NegntoLolla 







































































l3\ltELA-qi7Kl>HADIl,LA 





Jos<> B 11 ontane? 



..J. B. HasbME. 
..H.A.Martin. 
..SaraM. WUliams. 
..J. H. Axtmaver. 
..A. E. E. HeiKW. 



iV Dla! 



If (AMIHB)- 






Table II. — Summary o/ statistics /or the school year 1917-18. 

Nnmber of diHerent pupils enrolled in schools under the department of education, classified by color and 

WlUtt— 

Malfl 84,1(55 

Female J°.297 

Total ns-lflS 

Mais IS.BftS 

Female 12.229 

Total ZI.ITT 

White and colored— 



Total In acboob under tbe department. . 
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NumlMT enroHed in the Onivarsltr ol Porto Hico: 

CollPBBOfl.lheral Arts U 

roHeceof l^aw 31 

CollPIM or Phsf macy IS 

NommMBpartnieot..,,^, „...,.,... „. ^..^...,. 97 

Two-year Mmr« for rural toachera 13S 

CoIItop ot AKrlontt'ire and Mechanic Arts— 

CollflKlato «nir» 77 

Summer scho^ !..!..! 16fl 

349 

Practioe school I8J 

nishfiehoo) 218 

Total in tho University o( Porto Rico 1,1)2 

Number enrolled in cliarif able and correclional schools MS 

Numtwr enroNcd in private schools 7. 2'18 

Total enrolled in all schools In Porto Rico 149, a7!> 

Avcnwc numb-r beloiiEine in schools under the [lepnrtment of education: 

IIiKh schools 2,!08 

Total secondary schools 2.812 

Elementary urban schools 43.422 

Rural schools 67.a39 

Xight schools.,. ........ -^..^. „....,.,......„„..„„ „„.„..„.,. 2.1Hfl 

Total lW.fiE9 

AvBTMi' daily attendance in schools under the department of pducallon: 

Hfehsch-xils 2,007 

Conthination schools 593 

Total secondary schools , ..,..,„. -.„,„. . . . . , 2, fi93 

Flementarv urban schools 41 2S» 

Rural school? . f 0. liHS 

Klght schools 1. 851 

Total 106.441 

D( holidays (in night schools, 20 weeks). 

Number of teachers Iteaohins positions) in schools under tho departrDent ol edocatlon: 
White- 
Male... - 723 

Female ],S07 

Total 2,230 



Male ! 909 

Female ],eO« 

Total 2,71S 

Teachers in hiirh schools 112 

Teachers In continuation schools *t 

Total secondary 1B6 

Teachers in elementary urban schools I, OSl 

Teachers In rural schools 1,433 

Tfllalunderdeparlment of education.................... .,...._...,,,,,. 2,715 

Teaehorsin the Unii-ersiti- of Porto Hioo. 79 

Teachers In charitable and eorraotional tost itut ions. 28 

Teachers in prii-atfl schools 248 

Number of bulldir^is In use tor st^ools during the vear- 

Owned by the people o[ Potto Rico 540 

Estimated i-alueofall Insular school build in|^ !.!!...'.'! 12, 309, S2^. 13 

Heulal value of all other buUdinira 118,188.57 

Total expenditures for school purposes during the rear endlne Jui-e 30 1313 2,30S,KI0.(lO 

By school boards 730,947.00 

Byta^lBTTOVMiimmf^^j..^ 1,834,313.99 



Daparlraent of education., 
Vi^verslly ori-DTto fiieo.. 
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!;S 




1,64S 
1,704 


2,S44 


!;S 


«7 


2,035 

2;m 


















































151 




141 






























S 




30 
M 
13 




































































20 






S 






10 






















20 






9 






10 




















2S 


a 


39 


97 


eo 


09 


78 


55 










380 


fil5 


36S 


t,273 


456 


1,33a 


421 


410 


804 




21 


93 


20 
40 


g» 


n 


1 


f, 


25 
80 






31 


Per cent promoted... 


71 




1 


42 


IS 


"S 


33 


» 


30 


31 




Pet («utpn)moUd... 


81 




^ 


S 


i 


'^ 


TO 


■g 


i? 


S 




Perrant promoted,.. 


78 




fo 


i 


S 


'J? 


^ 


ee 


88 


69 










6S 


Its 


s 


368 
77 


117 


281 


IS 


SO 




For cent promoted.. . 


81 




M 


80 


63 


'g 


93 


268 


«0 
SO 


68 
80 






W 




% 


'b9 


g 


67 


^ 


74 


M 


S 




Percmtproniiwd... 


88 




BS5 


733 


B13 


2,041 


1,121 


1,098 


1,063 


462 




































































































































S 












































■!' 


y 




24 


13 


























z 


50 


!! 


73 


81 


88 


53 


n 






84 




'1? 


'U 


'S 


^l 


69 


Z 


W 


7* 






M 




218 


M 


261 


™ 


"^ 


m 


300 


^4 






75 




13 


273 


^ij 


BBS 


825 


IS 


482 


^M 






«0 
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or THE QOVEENOB OP POKTO BIOO. 



SubjBCts. 


Cidra. 


rio. 


■as 


^ifT- 


Albo- 


;ss 


.™ 


c»™ 


SK 


Batollcd Haiae 191T-1S. 

BnrolteadnrtiigmB-17. 


.,S 


''1^ 


U! 


955 


!;S 


ilaoi 


2,107 
2,023 


is 


i,'£ 


























































































































































































18 






IE 






82 


































^ 








18 






15 
























M 


20 


6S 


8 


20 


M 


29 


27 








Elemeatiiry urban schools. . . 


3W 


809 


25B 


214 


t<K 


304 


252 


748 


668 




,S 


15 


ii 


72 


27 


J 


13 

77 


?l 






77 




80 


80 


«• 


10 


87 


^ 


75 


49 




Per cent promoted.. . 






« 


23 

68 


81 


54 


70 


67 


^ 


46 




Per cent promoted... 


70 




^ 


fr 


if 


^ 


U 


33 


^ 


1? 






73 




54 


48 

80 


39 


29 


7* 


60 


42 


7^ 




Put 08Qt promoted... 






70 


48 


SJ 


68 


85 


g 


S 


'?7 






76 




78 


TO 


66 


60 


100 


72 


94 


'Vl 






70 




es 


^ 


«S 


8^ 


li 


^ 


U 


'g 




Pet c«nt promoted... 


34 




509 


B54 


565 


712 


885 


744 


1,826 


1,310 










































































































































4^ 


18 


















































M 


73 




































Foarth grade 

Potent promotod... 


70 


il 


?^ 


^ 


'% 


60 


'^ 


'It 


'e? 




81 


'II 


^ 


'Jt 


148 


167 


279 


"J? 






73 


Beoond grade 

Percent promoted... 


83 


188 


M 


181 

68| 


184 


181 


347 


264 


343 




302 


47S 


279 


•Sj 


1! 


6S 


1,019 


544 




Per cent promoted... 


44 
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Sutlects. 


T- 


Ponce 


?ur 


^^"^ 


Yauoo 


Gua- 
nica. 


^'. 


Sabana 
Grande 


Caho 
Rojo. 


Enrolled aurlng 1917-lS. 


1,206 


^MO 


i;74i 


i;&3 


Hi 


'992 


IS 


i;3S9 


i'^^? 




















































570 






104 






























161 






SO 








































11 






1- 


50 


45 
















n 






17 


2S 


10 


















30 


142 


44 


46 


62 


83 


94 


49 








Elementary urban schools . . . 


170 


5 11b 


429 


340 


904 


6bS 


84^ 1 'Of 


914 




i 


73 


ei 


^ 


1- 


f' 


W 1 60 




Per cent promoted.. . 


70 






"f? 


f' 


-J 


Z 


"0 




U 


















" 


37C 


t 


2| 


t 


57 


I! 


77 




Percent promoled... 


83 




S 


M 


60 


li 


'?li ^ 


n 


46 




Per cent promoted.. . 


70 




'i 


'% 


^8 


si 


'^ 


'l\ 


m \ f. 






75 




'i 


,,078 


ll 


59 


SO 


ISO 


'fi 


^? 






67 




g 


1,221 


71 


1? 


'i? 


102 


™| % 




Percent promoied... 


73 




'i 


M 


67 


It 


58 


t 


159 
70 


181 




Per cent promoted... 


57 




l.WJO 


2,679 


1,165 


1,092 


2,3t8 


267 


2,211 


JIO 










































































































































f^. 




J5 
































l\ 


0? 


I 




176 




n 






Per cent promoted. .. 


88 




76 


216 


88 


70 


'?^ 


8fl 


63 


I 




Per cent promoted... 


88 




■s 


404 

as 


64 


6« 


%" 


^ 


373 


73 




Per cent promotei.. 


84 




^73 


^ 


'?! 


% 


*% 


S 


11 


'8? 




Percent promoted... 


84 




46 


1,430 


^^7 


488 


820 
67 


•a1 


I2 


'« 




Per cent pronioted. . . 
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aubJBOta. 


Lajas. 




"E' 


Marl, 
oao. 


rlas. 


Aoasoo. 


Bin- 


-r- 


,..„. 


EnroUad during 1917-18. 

Enrolled durUie l»ie-17 


IS 


1,628 


1;^ 


.,S! 


l|lS7 


2,849 
2:950 














































1M6 






































82 






































































la tio h la 




■= — ^ 


18 


TTrT^ 


12 
















































18 




12 




















27 


123 


37 


27 


35 


32 




22 








Elamen tary uthan schools . . . 


329 


2,291 


142 


258 


195 


189 


188 


208 


539 




26 


'U 


m 


U 


83' 


22 


11 


6? 




Percent promoud.. . 


51 




17 


'11 


hi 


i2 


7? 


11 


l^ 


i^ 




ret cent promotoil... 


87 




li 


7S 


100 


91 


7I 


^ 


67 


^ 




Per cent Ffforooted... 


86 




'^ 


"sJ 


l^ 


?^ 


e? 


?^ 


4I 






Per cent promote... 


46 




S2 


301 1 17 


u 


30 

SO 




37 


IS 






76 




5a 


325 i H 


43 


37 


83 


21 


67 






78 




81 


429 
S3 


61 


s 


*^ 


M 


70 


SI 




Far cent promoted.. . 


74 




iJ 




ts 


?Q 


100 


m 


1^ 


?S 




Per cent promoled... 


94 




i,i« 


1,622 345 


974 


1,298 


1,116 


«70 


864 










































































































12 
75 






J 








Per cent promoted. . 
























5! 


59 ::;;:::: 


TO 


8^ 


:::::::: 7? 






Percent promoted... 






73 


'f. 


69 


'?0 


^6^ 


It 


S 


73 




Percent promoted.. 


68 




"T, 


56 


?l 


187 


204 


171 


is 


'U 




Per cent proiaoted... 


S8 




""m 


'g 


fl 


198 


277 


273 


131 


246 




Per cent promoted. .. 


63 




401 


m 


158 


4S9 


'g 


■39 


331 


359 
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541 

1 eUmentary 



SubjBCt- 


b^?te?; 


dma. 


.«.. 


IsabelB 


Quebro- 


Utu- 


Adjun- 


Jayuja 


Camuy. 


E]>^«a datlne 1917-18 
Eniolled dnrluE 19ie-1T 


2m 

2,522 


ra 


1,0M 


S;!S 


\;m 


i;S 


S;S 


i;625 


i1b23 


BecondaryMhools 




































High schools 


1 122 
































1 IS 
















Ninth grade 




































































21 


23 


































\h 
















2! 




















Night schools 


38 


es 


19 


42 


37 


61 


27 


22 


20 


Eleraentars urban schools 


440 


I 110 


233 


361 


309 


696 


372 


267 


380 


Eighth grade 


100 


^ 


70 




g 


8? 


^ 


SO 


11 


Seventh grole 


m 


11 


11 


20 


U 


43 


16 


14 


2a 


Sinth grade 

Per cent promoted 


m 


-7 


M 


92 


70 


73 


87 


94 


s 


FJlth ^ade 

Fer oont promoted 


-0 


79 


U 


77 


7! 


L' 


^ 


8S 


68 


Fourth grade 


x 


'?? 


& 


eo 


M 


?^ 


^ 


?i 


™ 


Third grade 

Per cent pnmoted 


-1 


2M 


fij 


03 


% 


115 


75 
60 


44 


U 


Second grade 

Per cunt prom ted 


n 


m 


27 


™ 


y 


SO 


^ 


35 


iS 


First grade 

Per cent promoted 


10" 


'« 


It 


87 




75 


i 


M 


73 


Rmalschnols 


lOB 


1266 


842 


1,479 


670 


3,204 


1,823 


1,099 


1,179 


ElgMhyade ^^^^ 




































































109 












































88 




5S 









JJ 




















% 




% 


^ 


" 




3» 


















"% 


221 


12! 


236 


52 


r2 


1; 


'^ 




Per cent promoted. . . 






4fiS 


-!! 


1J 


12 


63 


%7 


59 


% 




Per cent promoted.. . 


65 




'?i 


IS 


"^2 


^ 


'^ 


le 


66 


U 




Percent promoted... 


71 




*M 


397 


284 


4S7 
S9 


225 


1,341 


646 
48 


432 




Per cent promoted.. . 
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Table IV.— Pupils enrolled in eatA grade and per c^nt of promotirmt in elementary 
siAooU for lh€ island and »iu)i»cipaK(ie»— Continued. 



BnbjBcts. 


HntJll 


oUj 


Manat 


Ban*, 
loneti 


Cleles 


It^. 


AlTa" 


»™. 


Moro 
vis. 


EnrollBd during 1917-18 


i;se^ 


iMl 


!S 


1,03; 


2,063 
2.133 


i,8ii 


971 


I,6S; 


1^660 














































22S 


































Twellth grade 




33 

S 

87 




























































































42 




12 


42 




11 














2S 






U 
















12 




n 














9 


113 


67 


31 


50 


60 


30 


29 


38 




Elenuoitar)' urban stdiools. . 


287 


1,1« 


732 


388 


412 


534 


2M 


278 


W7 




II 


89 


11 


'i 


20 


^ 


n 






P«r cent promoted.. 


88 




«S 


96 


U 


~' iT 


27 

'^"30" 


18 


80 


18 






67 




26 


^S 


fH 




Per cmt promoted.. 


88 




n 


'^ 


60 
75 


90 


93 


90 


24 


39 




Percent promoted... 


75 




?5 


223 


^ 


il 


m 


'« 


?? 


m 


S 


Per eent promoted.. . 




56 


2H 


150 


U 


^ 


98 


63 


fi 


fr 


Per eent promoted. . . 




ei 


200 


1S6 


U 


?J 


103 


51 


U 


n 






94 


'JI 


81 


'U 


M 


82 


81 


It 


S7 






1,100 


3,182 


1,121 


618 


1,689 


1,103 


682 


1,230 










i 
























































„• 
























































«0 


U 


i 












































s 


« 


" 






30 


k' 


" 






















HO 


328 


101 


66 


"i 


128 


131 
68 


131 




Per cent promoted... 


54 




207 
60 


1! 


...^". 


S7 


11 


68 


75 


'!! 






51 




» 


W 


...'°!. 


B2 


M 


320 


"I 


li 




Per cent promoted.. . 


53 




"m 


^■*M 


...^^. 


^H 


*48 


434 


237 


29 
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BobjMts. 


S. 


s. 


.X 


m"™" 


X 


Sir 




1,006 
1,1037 


1,2112 
1,357 


750 


3,113 
3;60O 


1,101 
















































95 


























i 






























































































































33 


30 


27 


M 


30 










■Xi 


254 


230 


2,063 


138 










'£ 


10 


13 


i 


3 














« 


71 


100 


'^ 


6 
















5^ 


™ 


fo 


"1 


^ 














K 


16 


21 


190 


18 














% 


S 


32 


53 


20 
43 














% 


53 


70 


64 


09 














i 


5? 


^ 


^6 


29 














S4 
69 


60 


M 


530 


60 
60 














879 


959 


417 


1.220 


668 




































































































J! 
































S 






83 




























50 


"A 


« 


es 


52 














'J? 


195 


60 


M7 


'^ 














e2 


^ 


•il 


» 


159 














« 


^ 


30 


65 


32S 

31 
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n lor WIT. 


Emol!- 
ment 

IBI7-1I. 


Enrollment per 


1,000. 


MunloipaUtta. 


My 


an) 


or 00m- 
1?^J^) 


S" 




ffiKi 

ago. 


Porto Hloo 


i.m.m 427 


668 


215,819 


141,680 


116 


666 




W,I3T 18 

lis t 

'!-S ! 

8^781 2 

11 S 

'7771 ' 
15,788 5 

lal » 

W ! 

12,208 1 

111 i 

161422 ; 

18 7ts e 
is.ooo 1 6 

12,881 ' ■( 

ail 1 
2ii l 

'iS\ ! 

421117 14 

7;S23 '. 
10,979 3 
IS, 741 5 

li j 

2o;«5S ; 
salm 8 

Is'^J 6 

II 'i 

46^384 11 
!8,8M i 

|i i 

8,8» E 

1 


1 
742 

6S5 

390 
462 

1 
P 
1 

1 
1 

43S 
664 

217 

i 

599 

008 

066 
782 

86« 

49B 


9,406 

;i 
1 

,'403 

1 

ii 
1 

;ti4 

,087 

^899 
,318 

'i 

'760 

ii 

4,370 

:| 

;270 

;iM 

2; 476 

2^403 
1,206 

''mi 

4,979 

'■Z 


2,108 

'i 

1;| 

'S64 
3; 662 

li 

099 

's 

1,309 

if 
1 

i'i 

;| 

2;396 
i;o94 

3;984 

1:1 

1,037 

i|ooa 


1 

97 

i 

08 
20 
06 
2ft 
24 
122 

1 

123 

123 
110 

m 

104 
129 

125 
112 


i 

392 

s 

392 
318 

1 

JOB 

348 
300 

27S 

323 

322 

318 
318 

352 
42ft 

292 
363 

1 

371 

i 

383 

1 
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Table VI. 


-Report 


on s-Aool buildings. 








Public property. 


Rented. 


""'"»•"'-■ 


Urbnn, 


Hural. 


Urban. 


Kurel. 


NumbFT 
ofbuitd- 


Clara- 


lEga. 


Class- 


» 


ClMS- 

rooms. 


logs. 


Clsas- 




3 


22 






! 


", 








10 

4 


! 


19 
8 

1 

1 
1 

5 
4 

5 

4 

i 
ifl 

IS 
13 

8 

i 

10 










! 


2 














I 


I 


















3 

a 


10 
3 

1 

i 


3 
3 

7 


\ 

12 
I 

i 












2 

1 

1« 


























































! 


" 












Sa?f.";::::::: 
















































s 


5 
11 






1 

2 

1 
6 


1 










I 


8 
6 




















aftC.';:::::: 


4 




i' 'i 










jl i 






I 

1 














:8 












i 










1 




San SebuUu) 


» 




























2 


I 














































1 


i 










5 


31 






3 


" 




























m 


MS 


sas 


«i 


lU 


3« 


1,008 


i.fm 
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L. SECONDAEV SCHOOLS. 





Hi^ sefaMis. 


schoolB. 


..„„,„.*-. 


Ages. 


arades. 


aiades. 


Grades. 




12 


" 


10 


• 


Total 


10 


« 


TotaL 


12 


11 


10 


• 


Total 


-''- 






48 
2 


1 
2 


5 
2! 
23 

IS 


1 

3 


Ig 

62 
63 


77 
79 






3 

6 


M 








i 

s 


30 


1 






1 










i?? 






217 






*9 

1 










































1 


1 






1 


























Total 

Average age 


iJ^ 


li*; 


1?=^ 


iS^ 


\S 


nl 


1^ 


1?"? 


iJ'l 


287 


100 


.?s 


'i7^2 










106 


369 
13 


I 


1 


19 

S6 








186 










S 
3 


76 
I 


19 
«5 


92 








■1 

2 












1 
















20 , 


63 






























































Total 

AsBtagaage 


18.8 


17.7 


18.9 


15.9 


1,318 


17.1 


l'3^l 


16.S 


ll^S 


if? 


1?!^ 


1^1 


HI!^ 


«)YB Aim oiKia. 








23 

165 
8 


i 

52S 
63 
2 


48 


1 
140 
3 


10 
1S8 








129 

306 
212 

78 










23 
179 

1 






2S 








132 
1 


26 


1 2 
156 

3 

'i 






SO 

69 
26 








































































1 


1 






1 


























Total 

ATMSgeagB 


s 


i?"; 


17.1 


S 


'iS 


17*4 


18,0 


IM 


lf» 


801 


898 


wl 


"« 
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I. ELEMENTARY URBAN SCHOOLS, 













Grades. 










'"'■ 


s 


' 


' 


 


' 


• 


' 


' 


™.. 


Per 
each 


..v.. 
















1,29( 
571 


2; 481 
3,202 

3! 715 

3;34fl 

i;060 
47 
















1 


2B4 
1,087 












32; 

24 


2S 
666 




















42( 
Sll 

8? 






18 
S 


i4 

356 
3« 














|| 1 














■'J 


u. 




































































\r6 


1,S23 


M'!t 


\%l 


12.3 


4,6»2 


4,052 
10.0 


4,883 


2B,I54 












OIBLS. 
















534 

'657 
523 


li 
!'i 

'1 

86 


















376 
914 

458 

15 
















AM 

804 
407 












187 
59S 


643 
18 


















280 
IBS 


30 
4J 

12 

2 






HI 

271 

09 




IB. 9 






0.4 






U 




















































































is-3 


1,464 


•ss 


2,838 


3,329 


'S 


.,,. 


4,809 

1,058 
2SB5 

5'^ 
1 


33,000 

II 

fi[273 

Is 

3:289 








BOTs Atta oua.a. 
















812 
1739 
29 


,713 

;078 

9 












23 

i.'aaa 

972 

1 























390 

1 






684 
40 

43 


195 
<8B 






















9-6 






LB 




























































'a 


'S 


■a 


'S 


''uA 


S,VS5 


9,467 
'9.8 


B.4T1 


«,- 
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rolled during the year 
C. EUHAL SCHOOLS. 





Orades. 


Ages. 


» 


' 


• 


 


' 


> 


^ 


' 


OWal. 


"^^ 


..». 
















•i 

;989 
201 


448 
112 


















2; WO 

520 
13 
















1,3J9 

i;oa2 

34 














i 

i',m 

Ml 
299 

4S 












1 

2 










2 
10 

41 
























6 


























2 


































1? 


1S.1 


iti 


13,6 


■iS 


"irs 


"fi 


'"'H 


*'iS 












aiEW. 
















1 

lOB 


3; 798 

li 

alms 
'727 

38 


















29 
1,018 

IS 

It 413 

272 
















l.OM 
11 














385 

1 

IS 
























1 

106 








\ 


















1 










' 








































15.5 


IM 


m" 


ifl 


.^'^X 


6,659 


•a 


15,865 


'9.9 












BOYS Ajm QIRLS. 
















8^090 
69 


839 
4,41 

101962 

12194 

If 


















49 
4:es« 

3,31 

'7B2 
132 
















2:909 
328 














2^102 
2,034 

1 












104 
181 

1 










5 
18 
34 

5B 
1 








1 


















1 


















2 




































ia.o 


14.7 


14.2 


'iS 


\T7 


"iLS 


"S 


'8,5 


''■1% 
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Number ol schools Si 



In 34 of which the offlcUl 
year, lumonuia. niimDero[teachera,216, Enroll 

Kicdergarten 120 

Grade 1 2,891 

<jrade3ii;"!i;ii;!^i;!;;!iii;!^!i;;;!i^!;i; 'ass 

Grade 4 «2fl 

OradeB;!"';.";!;.";.'!!.'.";".'";.'!!".';;; 287 

Aveiage daily attendiutce, a,5W. 



Table YIll. —PrimU schools of Porto Rko. 

ol a^udy Is [ollowed. Average length ol school 



Istributod aa foltows: 





1899 


1900 


1901 


1902 


1903 1 1904 


1905 


1908 




29,17; 

S53,Z43 
322, S93 


24,392 
20,103 

325; oa 


38,000 

976,841 
328; 194 


61,869 
31,166 

988,007 
332,497 


70,218 61,270 


63,413 
45,201 

1,023,717 
345,806 






45; 417 


Pogulatlon of Porto 


'336|22! 


1,012,202 
340,928 




'•^;^i 


!.-SS'=X-^iv 


13SS,m 


tl,831,0M 
377,111 


(2,074,894 
530,602 


12,252,152 
753,546 


(2,305,935 
803,879 


(2,263,218 
873,603 


(2,520,272 
878,868 


905,929 




By school boards.. 
By insular govam- 


288, 09S 


33,0«3 
2e4,M8 


112,537 
418,125 


118,210 


159,973 


182,583 


204,358 


246,271 








Onlversity of 






413,275 


1 ,^ ^^ 


18,428 
672,592 


20,000 

854,610 


23 200 


Plication.... 


288,098 


294, «8 


824,639 


829,933 


836,468 










«64,«5 


279 


26.8 
887,128 




eferoentary schools ... 


274,203 


347,821; 472,944 


689,921 


702,132 


731.954 


Textbooks and 
Inoldentals'.!!!! 

rent, [mni- 


205,752 

50,028 
18,425 


201,107 

35,109 
20,648 

83,083 


266,010 

40,843 
35,689 

17,865 


320,357 


389,102 

40,636 
12,391 


397,570 

32,377 
18,750 

182,583 


389,622 
12; 2« 

204,359 
48,967 


398,887 

1:S 


■St;; 

by depart - 




















11.800 




18,428 

72,258 

.53 

14.28 

12.00 


20,000 

12,979 
14,397 

.50 
13.88 

11.52 






397 






1«,227 




"SK*""'""" 




4,850 


10 69S 


23,200 
5,193 








1 










15 000' u «fs. 


laueous expendl- 


!3,*98 




„»■ 


51,752 
,65 


.58 
11.45 




Cost of books and 


15.49' 13.61 


.37 


Cost of BtementBry 
education per 

pniM! 

instmctionand 
Bcdldlngs and 


9.40 


11,90 


9,40 


"d " 


8.S9 


1.04 


10.79 


10.70 
.80 


10.99 








-302 .391 .H3 


.763 


.797 


.863 


.853 


.876 
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1907 


m 


im 


1910 


1911 


EnroUment 


72,05J 

1,04?; 699 
354,721 




80,167 

,060;477 
360:551 


105,125 
74,522 


841258 
19?; 132 








^""^eJSPl^p.Jo^" 
































13,538,241 
B18,616 


If&Si 


J3, 180,111 


t3, 451, 267 
1,371,490 


W,986,746 












6«i;657 


340,774 
752,537 


989; 965 


419,161 




Bylnsiilargovernm 
University o( Po 










19,789 ' 

(M,sn 1 


20,509 
732,030 


95,974 
893;9B1 


86i;5S9 












Pel Oflni ol iQSulBr revenue spent lor edu- 


18 7 1 


931,960 


1,235,432 


1.185,164 




SaUries of teach 




760,631 










*24,S2r 
SB, 787 
5; 732 

26,726 


233,091 


42;668 

100,787 
91,101 


675,942 
35,748 












Spent by EcHoo 


boards tor rent, 




ntol education.. 


14,114 












Si 


48,360 


21,854 


21,857 








University ol Porto Rico 
Instraotion and mMD 




20,507 










52,878 

43,618 
{LI 


^.534 
43,233 

la 63 


88,905 








adui&rstdv^ 


14' Im 

66,878 
11: i7 


71,719 
13:64 










42,349 


Cost of boota and auppiies per pupil 


Coat ofelomontBry ei 
Buildings and si 






ucafionperpupii. 


9.30 


11,06 


2:07 


V^ 


':^ 


8.79 










iios 


:ioi 






:W& 


':^7i 


i*06S 
















1312 


1913 


11,14 


1915 


i9ia 

9 151,66 
6 120,09' 


I9J7 


1918 




160, flS' 


161,785 
117,360 


207,010 
155,830 


168,3 
1283 

1,200,0 
2ii;s 


152,063 
116,779 

- 216,819 








PopulatioD of Porto Rico 


■«s 
































Insular revenues 


«4, 389, 161 
1,518,779 


ti.-SSl 


829 


»4, 753, 903 
2,698,263 


13,727,9 
2,070, 4i 


B 11,840,01 


»4, 957,684 
2,106,389 


2,325,802,13 


By insular goverii-' 


3Se,435 
i,132,3M 


1,2M 


485 


728,165 
1,970,09S 


1,477,8 


6 1,348,30. 


588,067 
1,518,322 


730,947,00 






Porto Rico..". - 
DopsrtmflPt ot 
education 


151,669 
980,375 


zn 


975 
_M0 


.:: 


78,1 
1,399,« 


7 121,36 
9 1,228,831 


141,317 


146,878 92 
1,448,176.51 



included Tltli tliose or ce 



Irom 1915-16 with seoondary schoo 
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capita costs, years ending 





1912 


19,3 


1914 


1916 


1916 


1916 


1918 


-enoe spent tor edupa- 


2&.9 
11, 267, 063 


28.2 
«, 483, 476 


J2,287,66 


Jl, 849,48 




32.4 
11,776,304 




•Elementary schools 


(1,626,202 


11,968,203.18 


etdfttiesoftoacli- 
TantbookV'and 

iSSSS;::::: 
'CSS 

By depart- 


778, 0B5 
1l;73l 
350,616 

x.m 

36,810 


800,600 

76,514 
9,288 

453,835 
129,459 


28;26 
54,180 


1,078,498 

394,319 
77,537 


lis 

341,392 


1,110,563 

6> 

435,809 


1,108,306.55 
405,390.00 


By aohool 
boards 


160,3,8 


152,642 


325,657.00 




31,503 


32,128 


87,046 


75,808 


1 1 


Hieb and oi>ntiiina. 


95,12+ 


112,375 


00 








44,472 
172,272 
19,840 

8;C62 
63,044 
13.03 






University ol Porlo 


112,666 
39,303 

9,45 


143,750 

84,!a5 

15,792 
8;4M 

46,999 

11.12 


-.» 


7,381 


128,099 


140,201.32 
6,468.60 


Office and field es-' 
penses of depart- 
ment of education 
and miscellaneous 

supply pM pupa 


12,746 
54,273 
13.68 


89,708 
12,11 


3, MO 
92,960 
13, S5 


103,963.33 


'S'lSrt"'"'"""" 


15 39 


edncotlaa per pupil 


14,16 


Instruction and 


a..! 9.22 


"Z 


" 


.99 


1.00 


.1.81 






Cost of liieh schools 


34.6. 


=,.., 


...» 


».» 








Cost ot seeondary 


54-11 

:iso 


34.10 

:2i 


34 80 




l;?iJ 


1.623 
:233 




l!,54I 
,■128 




ae^S^j^..:::: 


1.56 

.095 



Table X. —Financial tables. 

EXPENDITURES FOE TEXTBOOXS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES, 1917-18. 

Textbooks and school supplies (108,949, W 



,;CootjIc 



jii^ 
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Tablb X. — Financial tabtet-^aatimied. 

EXPENDITURES FOB TEXTBOOKS AND SCHOOL SUFPLIEa, 1817-18— Continued. 



during Jem 

On hand June 30, 1B18. . 



Condemned and sold during year. . 
On hand June 30, 1918 



COMMON-SCHOOL TEACHBB8, 1917- 1( 
lAmouuu paid, by school months.l 



ge number of leaciien 





Month. 


Number of 


Amount paid. 




Ifll7. 










3,368 










1^:610.12 




1918. 








IS 










120,591.00 






124,909.67 









■erage salary of (9.22. 





REPAYMENTS, COMMON-SCHOOL TEACHERS 


7,M1 

a;!3B 

6,107 
».I93 




Fiscal year. 


Teach- 

:S 

'.m 


8-904 

1 





































It paid from " Salaries, c< 



m schools," Is »a follows; 



SALARIES, HIGH SCHOOLS, 
fom the total amount of (8ft,«60 made available by appropriation and i 

Tea nrinclpats for 10 months (1 at tl,s00, 1 at tl,609, 1 at tl,3nD, 1 at 
"itl^oofl) 



H[^-9(fliool teactiers for 9 c 

1 at 1785, 8 at J720, and 1 1 

Foar Janlton for 12 months 



11,170, 3 at 11,080, 3> 



It 1955, 30 at 1810, 



BnbncB 5,619.33 

Total appropriation sa.eeo.Ol 
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Table X.^Fintmdal tables — Continued. 

COMPARISOK OF APPRO FBI ATIOKS FOB DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. 



ApproprlBllons. 


»„. 


i9ia-ij 


1917-lS 


lOlg-19 


,.„»,. 




S4S 460 


m 126 B8 
1 2in 140 00 

eosaooo 

2000 00 
1 23 331 73 


»5S,4S0 

1,234,540 
75,000 
S3,OO0 

2,000 
60, W5 


(54.760 
1,489,600 
105^000 




Textbooks &nd school supplies 


»255,06O 


22,000 










<') 










1235«5 


142SSS3 1S 


1,651,024 


1,726,860 


277,060 



































1 Chatity school appropriations wi 



lis <leparCmeiit utider date oF U 
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REPOBT OF THE C0MM18SI0NEE OF EDUCATION. 



Table XII.— School board fine 



—Expenditures classified, 1917-18. 



AdluntBS... 

Aeasda 

Aguaditla.. 
Anus Buen 
Albonito... 



bonsBS. 



. tl.TW.OO 
. 1,170.09 
. 1,4SS.00 



Confin- ! Schorl 






5i4.SO 
5^257! 22 









Caguas. 

Camlina. . 

Cefba .'.'.". 

dales 

adra 

Corozal.... 
Dorado... 
Fajardo... 



LasB«dra9.. 
LuquillD...... 



SanSebasUan... 

Santa Tsi^l 

Toa Alta 

ToaBaja 

Triiiillo Atto.... 

Vega Alta 

VenftBala 

Vieques 



■. 8, 198. DC 

S,SSS.6t 

I 189.00 



678.00 
1,118.00 
606.00 

1,60$. 00 



»76.16 . 1,244.07 



298.17 

S57.6a 

2,7«4.S» 

435,95 

2, soo.se 



119.27 

im!i6 
mos 

29L51 



1,3S0.55 
1,466.93 
7B9.96 

'm62 
570,90 
974.38 

806!S9 

7,B72!8e 



2,727.40 
aw. 44 
1,395.83 

1,279^22 



48.10 

75.00 
260.09 ' 



2,897. 67 

■n, 813. 59 

376.78 



















60.75 


410,09 


87.81 


,?Ili 


1,047:99 




6,428,77 






















S:!? 


8,010. SO 





98.43 2,616.80 

939.81 

49,75 710.28 



460.32 
60,'i, 76 
1,763.49 
966.38 
498.60 

505153 



2,446.00 

251 ! 61 

606.87 

1,503.35 
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REPORT OF THE GOVEBNOB OF POBTO EICO. 
Table XIII. — Recdpu and expenditures. 

RECEIPTB. 
:« dBpoaited In tha American ColqDUl Bank, Royal Bant ol Canada, and Banco 



Itelmbimieinenti 

QUla 

Loan rimds 



. 215,445.05 
13,999.32 
1,024.05 



at Porto Rico during (lie fiscal year 1917-18 tn pay- 



Faynivnta made during the 

Rent of sohoolhousos 

Salaries ol employees. 

Contlngenl Bspenses, school boards. 

£qitlpmeut and furniture 

School and athletic matorlal 

Oonstructinn of school buildings 

General expenses 



DISBURSEMENTS, 
year 1917-18; 



Total. 



It paid 01 



It of loans anil for thecoiistniDtionoIsctuMlbouEes.., 



























86 


34o:a8 


^ 


P7™ 




028,98 



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT, 



Fiscal year. 


ha^n'^iJSeao. ' '"tJS"' 


^'^t^T- 


from former 




IS 831 93' 








«;w^:m' ^;^:m ^;^ro 

88,592.75 346,451.79 257,8S0.04 
143i074!26 5e2|236!l5 419|l6i:89 

Z:Sr,' SStSS S;!!l:g 

285,920.43 , 845,284.38 ! 579,343,95 
273,566.18 1 1,001,731,49! 728,166,30 
319,475.18  »12,1M.72 ' 592,879.54 
280,089.21 , 812,422.89 ; 552,353,68 
B54,742.40| 1,211,018.45 1 856,278.05 


























































i ' ' 
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Table XIV. — Sdtool and home gardent. 



MimldpaUtles. 


Numbers 
gudeas. 


Numbar q 

school 
gardens. 


Nomberot 

oulttrated 
In gardens 


NumbBTo 

schools 
without 
KBidena. 


■S- 


Bomo 
gardMiB, 


s« 




















1 

1 

1 

2 

1 
1! 

2 


{ 


1 

:76 
:76 

.25 

.90 

.76 
1 .50 

:5o 

.00 

,50 

,11 
7:25 

2:50 
10' 40 

e:50 




23 
4B 

1 
1 

! 


493 

1 

1 

1 
1 

102 
120 

i 

760 

1 

£" 

250 
132 

1 

i 

520 
308 

1 




TroJUloAlto 






















J 










































i 












\ 






















I 


























} 




M 






1 












1 










1 






e: I 












18 
36 

I 

9 
:fl 

3 

5 

1 
» 

15 

1 






^ 






2 








1 1 












i 










San Qernian 


2 








I 


122 

1 «0 








Ssr'i^'"--- 


5 








3 




IS 

ST 

1 






» 










" 






















1 














3 






















1 








140 






i 


" 
















1 

20 




VegBBBla 

JSi™-:::::-- 








1 














{ 


' 










} 






1 


























Tolal 


1,312 


S3 


374-60 


103 1 b,MS 1 


21,148 


2B 
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Table XV. — Community and war propaganda. 



MunldpaUtles. 


Number ol 
Agrtoola. 


Comitoade 
Fomento 
ABricola. 


parents 


%ions. 


Number of 
Homes. 


Number of 


signed, food 
eampaiBu. 


Ban Juan 








gRt::: 


13 

1 

i 

12 

le 

10 
13 

s 

17 

1 

2 

1 
2 

1 
1 
1 

21 

l 


1 

i 
i 

19 
3S 

4 
3. 

la 

21 
40 

i» 

48 
17 
35 

1 


J 


^8 


SOS 
6O0 
SOO 
720 
280 

412 

295 

937 
461 

i 

960 
20 

1 

2420 
1000 

m 

1 802 
.^1 

ius 

480 

eso 
1 aw 

800 

i 

'1 

450 
297 

1,200 


i 


3,000 


S^raude 


14 


28 


IS 








23 

3R 

15 


5 

30 

30 

1 

12 






















" 


U 






































15 

18 

13 
8 
5 

25 
11 


2 
2 

34 

1 

22 

1 

n 

2B 

s 




















SanLo^Qio 

s^'^^r^.;;.-.:::: 




Santa IssbeJ 














800 






toranaiJias 


1^ 






fej^ji''^ 








gj^Se^" 














3000 






Las Marias 


1525 














San Sebaallsn. . . . 


;s 








3200 
















M 


a) 
































2^^:::::;; 


1 


i 


i;200 














10 








iSSS::::;::- 


10 


"■5 








Total 


1,177 


2.380 


831 


1,207 


80,038 


2,157 


122, e2B 
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s AND Chancellor op thb 

The University ot Porto Rico comprises the normal department, the College of 
Liheral Arts, Law, and Pharmacy, the University High School, and the Practice 
School, which is attended by elementary school pupils, all located at Rio Piedras, 
and the College of floriculture and Mechanic irts situated at Mayaguez. 



Ad\antagPOUs improvements ha^e been made during the past year in buildings, 
grounds, and mat^nal equipment The phirm^y department has been moved into 
large ind well lighted rooms of the memonal building, where it is in close proximity 
to the physics and chemistry laboratories and where it is fully equipped with the 
proper labgratorv con^emenues and neceseities The fitness of the biology labora- 
tory has been greatly increased 

The library acLommodations have been improved by the removal of the books from 
the readii^ room to an adjoining stack room The library is now being reoi^nized 
to conform to the Dewej sj^tem. 

At the sacrifice of some classroom space, the Practice ScHool has been provided 
with a suitable assembly hall. 

In spite of these changes the university is still sadly in need of more and better 
buildings. 

Many students of the university have entered the teaching profession this year by 
taking special examinations or by securing temporary licenses. 

The war activities of the university may be summarized as follows: 

(1) Propaganda in the classroom in favor of the cause of the allies, of the Red Oroas, 
and of the several war activities of the countiy. 

(2) Giving publicity to literature and posters pertaining to the war, 

(3) Special assemblies, addresses, and entertainments on topics related to the war. 

(4) Reoiganization of work in Iiome economics to give special courses on food con- 
servation and war-time economy, for the making of articles of clothing for war use, 
and to train prospective home economics teachers for oi^anizing and conducting war 
service along these lines in the public schools. 

{5) Red Cross instructors' class. Instructors' course in surgical dressings given to 
young ladies of the graduating class of the Normal College to prepare them to oigianize 
and conduct similar classes auer entrance into the service as teachers. 

(6) Members of the university body in military service. The list of former members 
of the student body or faculty of the university who are now in some branch of the 
National Army at present includes 32 names. These men are all volunteers, none 
having been drafted yet. 

(7) Contributions o£ money: 

(a) Liberty bonds purchased through the university by faculty and student 

organizations $300.00 

(6) Liberty Bonds purchased by students or members of the faculty individ- 
ually (I) 

(c) Gifts to the Red Cross through the university students, members of the 

faculty, or special university organizations 460. 95 

(d) Funds collected for Junior membership in the Red Cross 105.00 

(e) Purely individual contributions to the Red Cross by students and members 

of the faculty (') 

Total 866. 95 

For physical examinations and medical attendance the university now employs 
two physicians — a man for male students and a woman for Cemale students. 

A number of faculty committer have been appointed to deal with schoiarsliip, 
discipline, student life and activities, publicity, buildings and grounds, and library. 
The science division of the faculty has been organized thoroughly by departments, 
and a central supply organization has been put into effect to provide properly for inven- 
tories, the transfer of apparatus and equipment among departments, and. the purchase 

'The first steps in a self-survey of the university have been taken at the end ot the 
year in securing from each member of the faculty a synopsis of each course offered by 
him during the current year and detailed comments and suggestions concerning the 
local administration of the univenity in all its details. 

I Amount not ameTtalned. 
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The fiiBt steps in a, program for the artit^ulBtiiig of the university with the public- 
school system were taken when queationnaireB were distributed to all supervisors of 
schools and to former etudents or the norma! eehool of the university wlo are, now 
teachii^ in the public schools. These questionnaires were devised with a view to 
securing the criticisms of former students and of representatives of tiie public-sdiool 
Bj^tem on the courses now offered at the university for the training of teachers, A 
second step was taken when circular letters were sent to supervisors of schools, hi^h- 
school principals and hi^h-school teachers, and to ail students graduating from high 
schools this year, with information concerning the courses offered in tile various 
colleges and with refeten.e to certain points of special importance in (he university 
announcement for tiie coming yeta. 

study in the Co11^«b of Law and Pharmacy; the elimination of the commercial course 
from the University Hfeb School; the adoption of a plan for the elimination within 
two years of the four-year course in the Normal School; the raising of the tuition fees 
in the Colleges of Pharmacy and Law to |50 per year and the imposing of a fee of ?10 
per year in the University High School; and the adoption by tne faculty, with the 
approval of the chancellor and the board of trustees, of a comprehensive and detailed 
set of rules and regulations governing students and regulating certain phases of the 
local administration of the university. 

Plans for improvement and extension, including the development of the Collie of 
Liberal Arts ; the organization of a school of education, a school of medicine, and a school 
of commerce; and the efiecting of a scheme of cooperation with universities and col- 
leges of the United States for the preparation of teachers of Spanish and of com- 
mercial students entering the field of Latin- American commerce can not be put into 
effect until the university has more and better buildii^ and material equijiment 
and sufficient funds for increasing the facult>/'. There is great need tor legislation to 
place the university on a stable financial basis by des^ating a permanent and fixed 
source of revenue for the university and freeing the institution from the uncertainty 
of relying ujjon special legislation at each session of the i^ialature. 

The most immediate problems connected with the development of the iiiiiversity 
are financial. 

P AOHrCULTUBB A 



The College of Agricnlture and Mechanic Arts has had a year of steady progress in. 
epite of the same interruptions that have been experienced by all educational institu- 
tions since the entrance of our country in the war. The requirement for admission 
has been raised one year, giving a distinctly older and more serious tone lo the whole 
student body, but resulting in a lower total enrollment, 204 in place of 290 as last year. 
It was again called upon to supply manual training teachers to fill the gaps in the 
teaching force of the public-school e3^tem, gave up students who went into the exten- 
sion work of the United States Experiment Station as agricultnral agenta. furnished 
a full quota of candidates for three training camps for officers, and suffered the most 
serious loss when eight of the faculty resigned in one week, six to ^o into the training 
camp, one into the Y. M. C. A. work, and one to be director of the insular experiment 
station. To all of these demands it has responded with theutmostloyaJtyand to the 
best of its ahility. The loss of one-third of ita faculty at one time necessitated the use 
of student instructors, an experiment which succeeded beyond expectation. All of 
the senior and junior classes of sugar chemisM were sent out to lielp in the laboratories 
of the sugar companies, and without exception have done well. In short, there haa 
never been a time yhen the training given at the college received such recognition 
and when the demands for its men were far beyond its power to fill. Naturally, this 
demand has had a favorable reaction on the student body, as a very practical demon- 
stration of the monetary value of thorough work. 

Of the three forms of activity in which colleges of this character are engaged — instruc- 
tion, research, and extension — only the first is properly the function of Uie collie as at 
present organized. The Federal and insular experiment stations in Porto Bico are 
each distinct organizations to which the functions of research and extension naturally 
belong. The importance of instruction in agriculture, particularly in a country where 
lack of other resources makes the land the sole basis of wealth, is so great, while the 



funds available are so limited, that attention has been directed to this end. 
Experimental work has been carried on in testing vegetables under tropical condi- 

"' 'i raising Belgian hares as a possible cheap meat supplyfor the Tropics; in 

' ' ' ' ' ' . -■ . .1 f • . -)p]y (JaJ' ■.^--- 



Coi^ess was held in connection with the t'nited i^tates Experiment Station, the 
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insular experiment station, and the food commission toarouae the interest in a greater 
food supply grown in the island. This was the first time that the men engaged in 
practical agTicnlture gathered together to talk over their problems and the beat solu- 
tions. So great was the interest that steps have been taken to organi/e a general agri- 
cultural association under whose auspices similar meetu^s will be held at frequent 
intervals in various parts of Porto Rico. 

The difficulties due to the lack of buildii^ have unfortunately not been remedied. 
The work of the institution has been seriously handicapped by this need, but for the 
present there seema no remedy in eight, due to indifference to the proper development 
of the fundamental hasis of all wealth of the island— scientific agriculture. Due to 
the aame cause it has been impossible to cajry out the plan for holding classes 12 months 
of the year. A start has, however, been made on a small scale as an augury of the 
future. 

EnTollimnt 1917-18. 

nlo Piedras departinents; 

College of Liberal Arts W 

Normel School 2S2 

College of Law 31 

College of PharnlBcy 16 

Uniyerslty High School 316 

Summer school 115 

Practice school '..•■ 285 

Tolal 908 

<;ollwe of Agrloulture and Uechnnic Arts: 

Subcollegiate courses liti 

Summer school 16fl 



Tolal 

Rio Plediss depsrtmenls: 

College rit Ubeisl Arts: Bachelor of science in chemistry 1 

Ccrilege o( Law: Bachelor o[ law Yi 

Nim&l deptatment— 

Foor-yMT coDise diploma 42 

Rural teachers' certiflcate 30 

Hteh school diploma si 

Tota * iST 

O e Ag Iculture and Mechanic Arts: 

Bach of science in agriculture 2 

Bah of science in cfti! eDElneerlne 3 

Bach or ot science in mechanical enguieering 1 

Bbc or of science In Ei^ar engineering 3 

S bco eBinlB diploma In agricultural science g 

9 bco! gale diploma In polytechnic science 12 

T la 29 

Gland total 1«6 

Rbpoht of the Pbesideht of the Boabo or TntiSTBBS of the Cabneoie Libbary. 

The board of trustees has been reoFgani?ed pursuant to an act of the legisEatiue 
approved November 22, 1917. Two women are members ot the reorganized board. 

The accessions during the year have been 3,213 books, distributed as follows: Span- 
ish book8--by purchase, 304 fiction, 363 nonfiction; by gift, 45. English books— by 
purchase, 1,201 fiction, 1,168 nonfiction; bj' gift, 132. 

The number of patrons of the libmry is constantly increasing as the people appre- 
ciate its benefits. It has reached a daily average of 180, not counting the children 
who have come during Ihe school year for classes in story telling. The benefits of 
the hbrary have been increased by allowing people from the different towns of the 
island to take out books, provided they pay the transportation charges. However, 
its sphere of usefulness has been greatly enlarged by the establish ment of a traveling 
library system, which extends its benefits to the people who live in intellectually 
isolated places where almost no reading matter has heretofore been available except 
school textbooks. That these travelii^ libraries ate duly appreciated is shown by 
the fact that in 20 towns enthusiastic citizens have assumed responsibility for them 
without compensation. It is expected that this new phase oi the libmry's service 
will be further ext«nded the coming year, and it is sincerely hoped that the legisla- 
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ture will noon provide sufficient tunda for a complete and efficient traveling library 
aj'stem, with central offices in San Juan and bcanchcB in every town. It will thus 
become truly an insular library. 

Another activity for which the library should receive due credit is its help to the 
Porto Rico Chapter of the American Red Cross, to whom it has given fie constant 
use of two rooms and has lent its lecture room for meetings and conventions. 

The library has also become a rendezvous for various associations, such aa the 
"Sociedad ftot^ctoni de Mendigos" and the "Asociaci^n M^dica de Puerto Rico." 

A special concession has been made to teachers who are permitted to use the books 
from the library for the entire school year in certain cases — a privilege heretofore not 
granted by the institution. 

In order to make the library better known to the people and get them more inter- 
ested in its use, a campaign was taken up by the staff, consirting of publishing lists 
of new books in the papers of the island, as well as other advertisements regardii^ tlie 
institution, such as lectures, exhibitions, and meetings held there. The proprietors 
of several stores of the city of San Juan have generously cooperated by exiibitiiffi in 
their show eases attractive posters and book covers of volumes recently received at 
the library. Classified lists of books have been sent to those who might be interested. 

Carnegie Library appropriations. 





Fiscal > car IB 


-18 


Credits 


Expenditure'! 


Balances. 


Salaries 
Inddentals 






'!ffiS 


16 967 -5 
2 0S2 12 


M72.Z6 


Total 


1-, 44(1 00 


S019«7 


a, 390. 13 



STATEMENT OF EXPFNDITI ItES 
Ier<onnel 

Librarian II MM) 00 

CalalogTiBr f 1 2d 

ClBTk (1900) saO 00 

Clerk (i900) -02 50 

Clerk (1-20) 720 00 

Clork (J6001 9. no 

Janitor ,1360) 3B9 uo 

Janitor <t3«0> M Oo 

Contingent expenses 

Spaniali «9.aB 

iSigilsli 299.68 

Periodicals — 

Spanlsli 1157. 47 

Eiigiish 199.50 

Furniture mil 

Lighting-... 45aflO 

Eitralielp 298.00 

Sundries 286.87 

Disbursements 0, 048. S7 

Balance 6,390.13 

B^ular appropriation for the year ending June W, 191S 15, *40, 00 

The lai^ credit balance shown in the appropriation for "incidentals" is due to 
noureceipt of books remiisitioned during the year, also to some bills for materials 
already received which had not as yet been vouchered upon date of closing the fiscal 
year 1917-18 by the auditor of Porto Rieo. 
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Exhibit No. Ih.— Vnivwsity of Porto Rico— Balance sheet, June SO, 1918. 

Cash In hands of treasurer ol Potto itieo: 

ITnlvBrsftyrund, trust fond 140,609.10 

University asncul tural (und 2M. 74 

ParmanentunivBrallyfund 534,73 

Onlverally income fund 1,302.60 

Eipensea University or Porto Rko,lB17-18 ,... 50aoi 

t43,402.3S 

Trust fund asset: Cash in bands otseorotary.treBSurer, UalVBTsity ol Porto itioo 1,399. M 

Expense Inventory: Teaeliers' salary paid In advamie 145. S3 

Accounts rB<!elvable: Duo from 13. S. P. i T, overpayment voucher 172 S8.07 



Liberty bonds 309.00 

Paduefas bonds 10,009.00 

Porto Rico Fruit Exchange stock mOO 

Real Mtate and Improvements: 

Normal and ptaol Ice hul Wings 121,101.98 

eilesandKrouuds 3S,052.75 

Cni v-erslty farm 14,907. 60 

Hlscellaueouieciulpmeot. Rio Pledras: 

Athletic and military supplies l,S44. 95 

Equipment 12,820.91 

Furniture and fixtures  15,451.82 

Livestock 300.00 

Madihiery and tools 7,800.82 

KeTerenceand library books 8, 257. 12 

Toxtbooks 7,925.94 

Vehicles and harness 284. 23 

MtscellaneouE equipment, Majaguei: 

Athleticand military supplies fllS.14 

Equipment 21, 474. 4i 

Furniture and fixtures u, 797. 17 

LIvB.nock 2,128.51 

MfCbinarv. and -tools 17,045.74 

Reference and library books 5,203. 2S 



Muioi Rivers, memorial lund t50S.85 

Uniform fund 890.70 

— 1,398.65 

Capital: Trustees, University of Porto Bloo (present worth] . 1343,770.87 

345,170.22 

Exhibit No. 16.— University of Porto Rico — Sia-plua account, June SO, 1918. 

BBlanceaaof July 1, 1917 1388,138.78 

Appropriations: 

Horrill-Hatch account |S0,00a0O 

University of Porto Rieo, normal 60,000.00 

Construction and Improvements, University or Porto Hico No. F. Y 140.73 

Revenues: 

Court flues and tecs 13,830.37 

Escheated Inlieritaiice. 1,224.00 

Interest on above 9. 64 

Sale of public lands <25 per cent) " ~" 



Tuition, lew. . 
Tuition, phan 



46,193.01 

80.00 






of farm produce 2,47Le8 

a 1,411,29 

Laboratory fees 185.75 

Library fines 9.M 

Special tuition fees 25.00 

Interest on securities purchased ..., 464. 19 

XuterestonGovenuneDtdepoaltsMy 1,1917, to June 39, 1918 806.13 

6,216.48 

Net gain on properl v sola 12. 78 

Gifts and bequest o.' property 1,049.31 

618,761.09 

> This amount Is t203.90 more than that shown In Exhibit No. 1 due to having iDCluded in Exhibit No. It, 
S145.S3 representing teachers' salariee paid in advaocs and (68.07 overpaid to the Bureau of SuppUMj 
Printing and Transportation, voucher No. 172. 
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BrHiBiT ^o.''l%.—UnivtTsity of Forlo Rieo — Surplut account, June 30, 1918— Coatd. 

Operating eipeoses as per Sdiedule A; 

College or Agriculture and MechsnlG Arts t&l, Off. SO 

Normal ColfigB 31,493.58 

Coll«!eorUb«rBlArts 8,6(11.7* 

CoIl^ofLaw 8,375.51 

Coll(«©o[ph»rmacv 8,788.79 

UnlTflralty Higli School 24,8S7.2a . 

SupOTVlslon ofpublli; schools 4,330.00 



moloffloo - 

- tl40,2a. 



Balance ot appropriation written off .. . 

IT j.i.i„ -[operty tranaf -* '• 

adetnned proi 

"1917'.'.'"".°!'"" TT~7.\r^'.~."".T~."I7."~"'.~".'.T."'..'.' 27,979.27 

Surplus «a of June 30, 191S 343;770;e7 



Unexpendable property transferred to the pei^le ol Forto Sloo 2,571. IS 

■n ,.,i — '-ondeinned property) 4, 179. 6R 

idjustment at hoofe accounts to Inventory as ttf July 1, 



ScHBDTJiiB A. — University 0/ Porto Rico — Detailed statement 0/ operating expenses for 
the year ending June SO, 1918. 

College ot Agriculture and Uechanie Arts: 

Salaries or teachers 129,183.81 

Other salaries and vra^e^^...^.. -.-,.. 8,711-49 

Repairs and maintenance 4,473.48 

OfScesupplies and expenses 597.80 

School supplies 9,571,95 

FarmexpMisea. .. " ioe no 



Telephoi^, tel^raph, and cable. . . 



Ualnteoance conee . 



Travel 208.97 

Catalog.. 



. 154,056.80' 



Normal College, Rio Pledras: 

Salaries of teachers M,tii.au 

Other salaries and wages 5,723.30 

Light and water 141.71 

Rapalrs and maintenance 3,021.72 

OMcesuppilesand expenses 300.20 

Bchoolsupplies 1,800.72 

Catalm 233.33 

Traver. 11.22 

Telephone and telegraph 27.79 

31,493.58 

College ot Liberal Arts: 

Salaries of teachers 4,903.80 

Other salaries and wages 1,048.84 

OfScesupplEea and expenses 46.91 

School supplies 270.05 

Repairs and maintenance 283.04 

Light and water 0.50 

Catalog 18.25 

Telepbme and telegraph 2.14 

Travel .81 

College ot Law: 

Salaries of teachers 6,032.88 

Bchoolsupplies 222.48 

Otber salaries and wages 1,354.27 

Repalrsand maintenance 844,78 

Office supplies and expenses 64.64 

LteM and water 21,51 

Tdephone and telegraph 6.16 

Catalog. .'..'.'.!.'. M.I. M. M. !. I!'. I!!!!. M.l.i...!...!.IJ.. I. ..!.!..!!!! 38.12 

College of Pharmacy; 

Salaries of teachers 3,897.65 

Other salaries and wages.... 1,074.89 



Si^Dol supplies . . . 
"TepafraMid malnt ^_____., 

iffloo supplies and expenses. . 



Dalntenance. 

Me 
Catalog. 



mhoue and telegraph 2.S7 

liog 18,82 



6,786.79 
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SoHBDiTLB A,— University of Porto Rico—DetaiUd ttatemerU of operating txpenta for 
the year ending Junt SO, 1$18 — Contmued. 

Cnivmslty High Sehool: 

Salaries of teachers »14,M0.71 

Other salaries BDd wages 4,US.17 

Schaol supplies 1,703.40 

Kepatraand mainteaancfl S,9SB.34 

oMee supplies aod expenses 394. tl 

Light and water 130.16 

Telephone and telegTaph 17.SS 

Travel 11.01 

Catalog aas-w 

tM,8OT.2» 

Admhilgtration: 

Salaries and waees 3,34T.8fi 

Travel 253.13 

OiSce supplies and malnlenance 1IM.S3 

Telephone and telegraph 43. 08 

3,738.68 

Supervision 0/ public schools 4,330.00 

Total 140,201. 3a 

Exhibit No. 17. — University of Porto Rico — Statement of additions to capital aaxnmlt 
for the period from July 1, 1917, to June SO, 1918. 





Total July 


Netaddl. 

deductions 
during tlie 


Total lung 
30,1818. 


■■'sSii'slss-.L,   


»38,l)52.75 

u',m'.to 






1142.33 
















173,830.01 


142.32 










3,912.S2 

III 
47'Mf"9? 
2;330:06 


2,870! 63 

i5;^:^ 

'35,888.87 
2,902.76 
234.10 


3,708.00 


































137,292.73 


'21,510,87 










311,213.74 


31,808.85 
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Exhibit No. 18.— Univernty of Porto Rico, amended balance slieet, June SO, 1918. 
I [Ajsumlog SO per cent wilj b« vrltten off for depreolatloa on talaceUaaeous equlpmaat.] 
"PtttalassatspBrEKhlblllS VH6,VK.22 



TrastlundllabiUtlesparEiiilbitlS 1,399. SS 

RwerreFoT deprwfatloi] ofmJscelliuieousequlpiiienC 55,340,23 

Capital, board ol trustees as8,«0.44 



aipeadltoras: 

Deblta- 

Operatlon expaoses. Exhibit 16 tl40, 201. 32 

Depreciation, Eihlblt 19 1,179.68 

Surplus for period 7,182.10 

Credits- 
Insular and Federal appropriatlong. Exhibit IS 100,140.73 

Nat gain on propwtraold '" ■"■ 

Rbtbuubs, Eaftil IS 

Other Income, Exhibit IS 



«,193.01 

6,216.48 

151,563.00 L51,GS3.00 



Debits: 

Deductions from assets lor adjustment of propetty accounts to inventory of 

June 30, 1917, Exhibit IS 27,079.27 

Uneipendable property transferred to the people of Porto Klco, Exhibit IB. . 2,575. 18 

GOpeicent depreciation on miscellaneous equipment or tll0,ee0.47. 56,340.23 

BBlsnceol appropriation written oS, Exhibit 16. 45.07 

Net surplus as of June 30, 1918, as per amended balance sheet 238,430.44 

Ciedlta: 

Balanceasof July 1, 1917 366,138.78 

Gilts and bequests 1,049.31 

Borplus for period (excess of Income over expenditures) 7,182.10 

Total 374,37019 374,370.19 
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